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Semiannual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 29
Following the 10:00am Worship Service
The primary focus will be to approve the 2023 budget.
Please plan on attending this important meeting.

Thank you to Eric Berry,
Glenn Grant and their
family for providing our
beautiful Christmas tree.
For many years they have
given FLC a tree for the
sanctuary, and we are very
grateful.

Ken, Matt & Paul stringing
lights on the 16 foot tree!

Eventide Taize Service
The Eventide Taize services begin again on Sunday, January 8th at 7pm. If you haven’t yet
attended, you are invited to come and experience the calm and peace of this service.
Meditative prayer, silence and song in a space filled only with candlelight. If you know
someone that feels left behind by the church or marginalized by society, invite them to join you
at this Eventide service.
If you have any questions, please see Aaron Hoffman.

Financial Update
FLC had a net operating deficit in November of $243. We had expected a surplus of $2,401 so
the result was significantly unfavorable to our budget. The primary cause was weaker offerings
than expected. Our operating account maintains a healthy balance as does the Children’s
Program.
If you have questions, please contact me by e-mail or on my cell phone, 207-939-0820.
--Ed Daggett, Treasurer

ed.daggett@flcme.org
Actual November
2022

Actual YTD

Operating Income

$28,939

$355,145

Operating Expenses

$29,182

$354,086

($243)

$1,059

Net Operating Income
(Loss)
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From the Council
Hello First Lutheran family,
I write to you during this holiday season hoping that each of you is able to take time to reflect
on the gifts that our God has bestowed on each of us.
As we bring in the new year at FLC we will be wishing Pastor Brad, Lauren and Will all our
best on an exciting journey in their new congregation in Georgia! We are thankful that the time
he has been able to share with us has brought about growth and realization of what we are
capable of as a congregation. Navigating our church through the tough time of Covid and
rebirth has been a monumental task and we are so very grateful for his dedication and
perseverance. His presence will be greatly missed but as he begins his new task, so shall we
begin ours.
The FLC Church Council has reached out to the New England Synod and has begun the search
for an interim and a new pastor. I have great confidence that finding a match for our eager and
talented congregation will not only go quickly but will eventually place us on the path to
continued growth in spirit and community. If you would like to be a member of the call process
and part of the search committee please reach out to me at any point. Having gone through the
call process recently puts us in a better position as many in the congregation participated and are
familiar with the process. However, new ideas and input are openly welcome.
This is an exciting time at FLC as we look ahead to 2023 and beyond with so much potential to
use our time and talents to give glory to God! I will keep you posted as our search begins and
do not hesitate to ask me any questions that you may have in the time of transition.
On behalf of your church council,
Matt Thees, Council President

New Year’s Day
January 1

Epiphany
January 6

Baptism of our Lord
January 8
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Sewing Saturdays
THANK YOU! THANK YOU!
THANK YOU!
Thank you so much for the huge donation of
Hannaford, Shaw’s, Target and Walmart
gift cards for our annual fundraising event for
Homelessness Prevention and Housing
Stabilization for GPFP. Over $1000 in gift
cards were donated. Quarter rolls were also
donated. These cards and quarters will be
used to help families who are temporarily
living in hotels and/or those families that are
in their own apartments but need a little bit of
help periodically. The cards and quarter rolls
will be distributed to families through GPFP
case managers.
We have had to say goodbye to Celina,
Isiquiel and family since they are both
working and have been supported by Family
Promise for one year. They are so grateful
for all the support that FLC have given them
from non-food items, quarters for laundry,
diapers, and wipes. They really appreciate
FLC’s generosity and want everyone to know
how much this help means to them. They
hope to visit our church soon.
We are still supporting Sophia and Luisnell.
Thank you to those who bought a few small
Christmas gifts for Luisnell. The joy on her
face when she saw a couple of the gifts was
so heartwarming; she loved them! Sophia is
still trying to get into beginner English class
through Portland Adult Ed. The on-line
classes are full and she cannot sign up for in
person classes because she has no childcare.
Please keep these families in your prayers.

Happy New Year from the FLC Quilters!
We are pleased to report this small but
dedicated group has completed another
fifteen Lutheran World Relief Quilts plus
eight quilts which will be donated to the
Barbara Bush Children’s Hospital ICU
patients. If you know a quilter, you know
there is always more fabric and motivation to
create more. One group member suggested
we complete and send 30 mission quilts in
2023. YIKES!
In order to meet that goal, we need help!
Consider joining us for Sewing Saturdays on
the first and third Saturdays each month from
9:30-11:30am. Even if you are
inexperienced there are tasks for you. If
Sewing Saturdays do not work for you but
you can sew, please consider making a quilt
top at home. Lutheran World Relief requires
finished quilts be 60”x80”’. We have made
up bundles of 48 blocks which are ideal for
putting together a quick quilt top at home or
use fabric from your personal “fabric
stash”. Winters in Maine tend to stretch on
so why not use those long hours creating a
lovely quilt top which will ultimately provide
warmth and comfort to folks around the
world. If you would like a “block bundle”
please see or contact one of these quilting
group members: Joy Carr, Trena Durloo,
Colleen Taylor or Doris Warren. Thanks for
supporting this important mission.

We will be given another family to support in
the new year and we look forward to meeting
them. If you are interested in more direct
contact with our GPFP families, please
contact me at wjbarmore@gmail.com.
Thank you.
Wendy Barmore

Some of the quilts made in 2022
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We wish you all a blessed New Year and hope that God’s wonder and love richly fill your lives
in 2023.
Thank you for your generous support of our Give a Child a Chance ministry at First Lutheran
this past year. This year has again been challenging, and we are so thankful for our fundraising
successes and your continuing support.
We have provided $60,000 in tuition support to over a dozen children in need of preschool
education and experiences since beginning this ministry in 2015. Our fundraising efforts are so
important to our continued success. We use every bit of money raised to support our
neighborhood children in need to attend preschool at First Lutheran Children’s Programs.
In addition to Scrip sales, sustaining memberships, and direct donations, YOU again won a
$5,000 award for us with your daily voting from the Town and Country Federal Credit Union
of Maine. We thank TCFCU for their generous community support.
Thanks, also, to some special folks whose efforts for our Give a Child a Chance were always
given graciously and often under time constraints. To Debi Curry who helped make our
Constant Contact emails possible and who set up the daily voting reminder used by so many of
you to do that daily voting. To Joleen Knowles who encouraged and often had to nudge to get
the announcements in the bulletins and to Kathy Sensecqua who covered for Joleen while the
daily voting was ongoing this year. To Bill Mills, who has always come through with our
mailings; whose skills have added a little flair to the mailings and who had that daily vote
reminder ready to go on Day 1 of the voting. To the counters who always graciously accepted
the Scrip Sale monies on those Sundays when we would be running late. To Ed Daggett and
Cheryl Cyr who maintain our financial information diligently. To Susan Bollman, Ann Brown
and Colleen Taylor who have helped all year with Scrip sales. And finally, to all who have
purchased Scrip (RaiseRight) gift cards all year long. May our Lord continue to bless you.
Please keep our Give a Child a Chance ministry in your prayers this year. Help us help them…
it means so much for the children and their families who benefit.
We know we cannot help all the children in need of preschool experiences. But helping a few
children? That’s something we can do.
Team Members: Susan Bollman, Ann Brown, Wendy Carey, Karen Johnson, and Colleen
Taylor

ec-fund@flcme.org

I am convinced that love is the most durable power in the world. It is not
an expression of impractical idealism, but of practical realism. Far from
being the pious injunction of a Utopian dreamer, love is an absolute
necessity for the survival of our civilization. To return hate for hate does
nothing but intensify the existence of evil in the universe. Someone must
have sense enough and morality enough to cut off the chain of hate and
evil, and this can only be done through love.
—Martin Luther King Jr.
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Our thoughts and prayers are with the family of Jan Bennett, who
passed away at home on December 19.
Jan moved to Maine with her husband Bill in 1987 where they raised
three children in Falmouth. She was a lifelong advocate for children’s
reading programs and a librarian at Falmouth Elementary School for
many years. An active member of First Lutheran Church she
volunteered as a Sunday School teacher, helped with fellowship
activities, served on numerous committees, and was always a presence
at the 8:00 worship services.

Despite having Parkinson's for 12 years, Jan never allowed that
diagnosis to define her. She enjoyed hiking, bargain hunting, boxing at
Rock Steady in Cape Elizabeth, and furthering children’s literacy in
any way she could, often anonymously.
Our prayers are with her family, especially Bill, Zach, Sam, Molly,
Sean and Sara. May God continue to watch over them and give them
comfort in the weeks and months ahead.

Words from Martin Luther
When the wise men had overcome their temptation and were born again by the great joy they
were strong and took no offense at Christ, they had overcome in the trial. For although they
enter a lowly hut and find a poor young wife with a poor little child, and find less of royal
appearance than the homes of their own servants presented, they are not led astray. But in a
great, strong, living faith they remove from their eyes and their minds whatever might attract
and influence human nature with its pretense, follow the word of the prophet and the sign of the
star in all simplicity, treat the child as a king, fall down before him, worship him, and offer
gifts. This was a strong faith indeed, for it casts aside many things which impress human
nature. Perhaps there were some people present who thought: What great fools are these men to
worship such a poor child. They must indeed be in a trance to make of him a king.
This is the kernel of the Gospel, in which the nature and character of faith is explained as an
assurance of things not seen. It clings alone to the words of God and follows the things that are
not seen, as alone conveyed in the word of God, and looks askance at many things which urge
it to disbelieve the Word. What nature calls playing the fool faith calls the true way. Nature
may be wise and clever, faith remains nature's fool and idiot, and thus comes to Christ and
finds him. St. Paul's words, I Cor. 1:25 apply here: "The foolishness of God is wiser than men,
and the weakness of God is stronger than men." For feeling and believing do not get together.
Sermon for the Epiphany; Matthew 2:1-12

A Sermon by Martin Luther; taken from his Church Postil of 1522.
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Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and
the God of all consolation, who consoles us
in all our affliction, so that we may be able
to console those who are in any affliction
with the consolation with which we ourselves
are consoled by God.
2 Corinthians 1: 3-4

The family of Jan
Bennett
Abbott Knowles
Ned Long
Wendy Carey
Pastor, Lauren & Will
Grace Conant
Stockwell
Bob Mitchell
Katelyn Burrell
Dave Deuben
Sue Hayden
Carol Adams
Karen Johnson

Lynne Fishburn
Ann Johnson
Neal & Sandy Brady
Eleanor Anderson
The Sensecqua family
FLC Church Council
The People of Ukraine
Victims of racism and
hate
All victims of
violence
All those affected by
the recent winter
storms

January 4

Bill Lamb

January 6

Barb Daggett

January 7

Natalie Santiago

January 8

Iris LaFlamme

January 10

Abbott Knowles

January 14

Bob Ahlquist

January 15

Delvyn Case

January 17

Hannah Hanson

January 20

Ben Conant

January 21

Pastor Brad Eidson

January 22

Gary Dick

January 27

Daisy Lamb

Have news to share?
Send it to News@flcme.org!
Articles/photos sent to this email address are
delivered to Bill Mills [newsletter, website &
calendar], Joleen [weekly bulletin], and
Pastor Brad [general announcements]

Prayer is such an
important part of our
daily Christian lives, and
sometimes extra prayers
are needed. If you have
any special prayer
requests and you would
like to have our “Prayer
Warriors” praying as
well, please send an email.

prayer-request@flcme.org
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