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Semi-Annual Meeting

Re-Scheduled to Sunday, February 13, 2022
Immediately following Sunday Worship
Please join us for this important meeting.

Souper Bowl Sunday is back!
Sunday, February 13
Once again, we will be collecting cans of soup to deliver to Project Feed — the emergency food pantry located at Woodfords Congregational Church in Portland.
The most favorite types of soup at the food pantry are:
Chicken Noodle (noodle, not rice)
Clam Chowder
Any type of Progresso Soup or Amy’s Soup
Anything you can give will help those struggling with food insecurity.
Thank you for your generous support!

FLC Trivia Night II
Saturday, March 19 — 6:30 to 9:00pm
Did you miss the first trivia night last Fall? Plan on
competing this March and showing everyone how smart
you are!
Teams of 1 to 4 members — sign up on the sheet by the sanctuary
entrance or call the office.

Look for more details in the March newsletter.

Financial Update
FLC had a net operating deficit in December of $10,406, which led to an end of the year
operating surplus of $19,194. Our budget called for an operating surplus of $6,167 so this was
a very good result. Our operating receipts were $9,539 higher and our expenses were $3,489
lower leading to the strong results. FLC received a $33,000 forgivable loan from the Payroll
Protection Program, which allowed us to increase our free operating cash balance to $110,110
at year end. We have applied for Employee Retention Tax Credits as changes in pandemic
relief acts made us eligible. If the refund requests are approved, we should receive substantial
refunds to be allocated between the church and the Children’s Program. Our unrestricted cash
balance ensures that we can continue our ministry as planned in the coming year.
The 2022 proposed budget was reviewed by the Council and presented at the semi-annual
meeting on January 30th. It will be reported in the March newsletter the results of the
congregational votes. Preliminary figures counting commitments through January 20th suggest
an operating deficit of $7,882, although commitments of support will continue to be received
until February 26th at which time the final approved budget will be reported. Also of note,
during 2021 FLC raised and contributed $14,000 to the Pastor’s Discretionary Account and
Greater Portland Family Promise.
If you have any questions, please contact me by e-mail or on my cell phone, 207-939-0820.
--Ed Daggett, Treasurer
Actual December
2021

Final 2021

Operating Income

$28,215

$338,407

Operating Expenses

$38,621

$319,273

($10,406)

$19,134

ed.daggett@flcme.org

Net Operating Income
(Loss)

Due to the semiannual meeting being held a little later this year (February 13), the results
of the vote on the 2022 budget and any other highlights will be published in the March
newsletter.

Hockey Night Out
Still interested in joining us for a night of fellowship as we cheer on the
Maine Mariners? We might still have tickets available.
Saturday, February 19th at 6:00pm. Tickets are $15 each.
Email Barb Daggett — barbdaggett@gmail.com — or call the church office
if you would like to attend.
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From the Pastor
God’s Love
When it comes to love, there’s no such thing as a “safe investment.” It’s impossible to love
without being vulnerable; loving at all means that your heart will ache and probably be broken.
If you want to avoid this, you have to avoid giving your heart to anyone, even a pet. Instead, you
have to avoid all entanglements, enclosing your heart as if in a coffin. Your heart might remain
unbroken there, but it will also become unbreakable. The only alternative to tragedy is
damnation; the only place “safe” from the dangers of love, outside of Heaven, is Hell.
-The Four Loves by C.S. Lewis
In The Four Loves, C.S. Lewis explores the role of love in a Christian’s life and discusses four
broad categories of love: Affection (basic fondness), Friendship, Eros (romantic and sexual
love), and Charity (divine love). The above quote at the beginning of this letter comes from the
section of Charity, or divine love. In this section Lewis argues that a person cannot love
“safely.” Love of any kind makes the lover vulnerable to pain and heartbreak. Yet the
alternative is a hardened heart—basically a dead one. Lewis equates an unbreakable heart with
damnation because a hard heart can’t be open to God. If someone doesn’t want to suffer the
pain of love, they’re essentially choosing Hell (where love doesn’t exist).
Lewis goes on to say that it’s better to love someone “too much” than to avoid love, because
love, even at its weakest, is like God (who is Love). To approach God closer, it’s necessary to
embrace suffering. God’s love is what created the world; it is the genesis for our salvation, and
for God’s willingness to never abandon us. God loves us too much and it is that love makes the
world go round.
Perhaps Dante Alighieri said it best when speaking of the God that is Love, “Here powers failed
my high imagination: But by now my desire and will were turned, Like a balanced wheel
rotated evenly, By the Love that moves the sun and the other stars.”
May you feel God’s Love.
-PB

brad.eidson@flcme.org
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Thank you! You guys are amazing. Thank you for this
generous gift to help families with food, housing and case
management. Happy New Year”
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The quilting group worked on some mission quilts during the long
month of January and have scheduled two Saturdays in February to
continue the projects. We would love it if you would join us on
February 5th and 19th, from 9:30 to noon (weather permitting). Feel
free to drop in, pick up a task or get some ideas for ways you can help.
For questions, please contact Joy Carr or Colleen Taylor (701-5412097).

February is here already! Soon it will be Mother’s Day and then Halloween and then Christmas again. Boy the
time sure does fly. Scrip Cards will be sold the first two Sundays in February — the 6th and the 13th.
Upcoming Days of Celebration — Get Scrip Gift cards for that special someone in your life!


Presidents Day — Buy George and Abe something for their birthdays…something you would like for
yourself!



Valentine’s Day — Plan ahead you men…a Scrip Shopping card is a terrific way to tell her you care.



St. Patrick’s Day is March 17th so why not celebrate with a gift card?



Easter is on April 17th. It’s not too early to be thinking about this holiday.

And of course, there are all those birthdays and other special occasions that come up, like celebrating the first day
on the golf course in 2022, the winner of the Super Bowl, the loser of the Super Bowl, or just celebrating. Really
there are many good reasons to have a gift card on hand in case you should need one!

To make it easier, you can enroll in our Scrip Program: Just go to shopwithscrip.com to join the First Lutheran
Program. Use enrollment code: 9A936A95552L6. We’re happy to answer any questions you might have about
how to support our Give a Child a Chance effort to offer tuition aid to the neighborhood children in need attend
our First Lutheran Preschool!
Give a Child a Chance Team: Susan Bollman, Ann Brown, Wendy Carey, Karen Johnson, Lynn Macken, Joan
Mills, Mike Pleacher, Colleen Taylor
For questions, contact Karen Johnson at 797-2525

ec-fund@flcme.org
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Valentine Bouquets
We will be making Valentine bouquets on Saturday, February 12th from
10am to noon at the church. We will be delivering these beautiful
bouquets to those living in long term care facilities or those at home that
need some cheer.
If you would like to help create the bouquets, please let Wendy Barmore
know (wjbarmore@gmail.com). If you would like to be a part of the
team that delivers the flowers, please email Wendy. We will provide you
with the name, address and phone # if applicable.
Thank you.
The Outreach Committee

outreach@flcme.org

Family Promise Update
A quick update on our previous family—Emanuel and Dina:
Great news! They both have received their work permits and now will be navigating the
process of applying for jobs. There are still many challenges ahead for their family, and
continued prayers are appreciated.
Our new family, Isequiel, Celina and family, are doing well. They have started their English
classes at Portland Adult Education. Their English skills are very good and Isequiel has been
doing some translating for Family Promise families as he speaks Portuguese, French and
English. We ask for continued prayers for our new family.
Family Promise is using Furniture Friends to help with family move-ins by providing furniture
and occasional delivery. Family Promise does backfill with furniture that Furniture Friends
cannot provide. Small dressers, end tables, nightstands, lamps and queen box springs and
mattresses are currently most needed. Please email Wendy Barmore if you have this type of
furniture to donate.
If you are looking for an opportunity to be more involved with Family Promise, please email
Wendy to learn about more ways to do so.
Thank you for your continued support of GPFP...helping one family at a time to prevent
homelessness.
Wendy Barmore
Yvonne Jumper
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Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and
the God of all consolation, who consoles us
in all our affliction, so that we may be able
to console those who are in any affliction
with the consolation with which we ourselves
are consoled by God.
2 Corinthians 1: 3-4

Fred Olson
Tom Allen
Carol Adams
Pastor, Lauren & Will
Ab Knowles
Karen Johnson
Lynne Fishburn
Owen & Susan
O’Donnell
Katelyn Burrell
Fay Brown
Ann Johnson
George Wilkinson
Jan Bennett
Jackie Nelson

David Selleck
Sherry Robinson &
family
Barb Daken
Neal & Sandy Brady
Those still suffering
from Coronavirus
Victims of racism and
hate
Those affected by
suicide
Eleanor Anderson

Prayer is such an
important part of our
daily Christian lives, and
sometimes extra prayers
are needed. If you have
any special prayer
requests and you would
like to have our “Prayer
Warriors” praying as
well, please send an email.

prayer-request@flcme.org

February 1

Wayne Heath

February 6

Debi Curry

February 9

Jon Curry

February 10

Stewart Pleacher

February 12

Jason Hanley

February 14

Anna Louise Englund

February 16

Mickie Kucinkas

February 20

Karli Hanson

February 22

Steve Santiago

February 23

Henry Cease

February 25

Dave Selleck

February 26

Judy Horn

Have news to share?
Send it to news@flcme.org!
Articles/photos sent to this email address are
delivered to Bill Mills [newsletter], Joleen
[weekly bulletin], Pastor Brad [general
announcements], and the Communications
Team [Website, Facebook, Calendar]
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