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Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
February 21, 5 to 6:30pm 

 
 
 
Ash Wednesday service 

February 22, 7:00pm 

Join us as we begin the 40 days of 
Lent with the imposition of ashes. 

"SOUPER" BOWL SUNDAY, February 12th 
 

Super Bowl Sunday is February 12, 2023.  We will be collecting cans of soup to   
deliver to Project Feed—the emergency food pantry located at Woodfords           
Congregational Church in Portland.  Donations can be dropped off at the Ministry 
Center entrance.  

The most popular soups are: 

Chicken Noodle Soup, Progresso Soup (Chicken or vegetarian), and Amy's Soup 
(Chicken or vegetarian)  

If you would like to donate other food items, the current pantry needs are: 

Dried pasta-types (like macaroni, penne, etc.), Canned tomatoes, Bottled fruit 
juice, and Baked beans 

Anything you can give will be most helpful for our neighbors struggling with food 
insecurity.  Thank you for your generous support! 

The Outreach Committee 
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 Actual  December 
2022 

Actual YTD 2022 

Operating Income $43,716 $398,860 

Operating Expenses $45,399 $397,385 

Net Operating Income 
(Loss) 

       ($1,683)  $1,476 

FLC had a net operating surplus in 2022 of $1,476.  We had expected a deficit of $7,882 so the 
result was significantly favorable to our budget.  The primary cause was stronger offerings than 
expected.  Our operating account maintains a healthy balance as does the Children’s Program. 

If you have questions, please contact me by e-mail or on my cell phone, 207-939-0820. 

--Ed Daggett, Treasurer 

 

ed.daggett@flcme.org 

Financial Update 

Youth & Worship Ministry 

Happy February, First Lutheran! 

Though Sunday School got off to a rocky start in 2023, we have two new volunteers to help us 
fill out our schedule through the end of the academic year.  A big thank you to Sarah and     
Noelle Pesa for responding to the call to help in the faith formation of the children in our    
community!  It is my hope that we won't have to cancel any more Sunday School due to a 
shortage of teachers. 

It's hard to believe amidst all this cold and snow that it's time to start thinking about the      
summer, but registration for Camp Calumet is open for Summer 2023!  Spots fill up fast, so 
don't hesitate to get your kids enrolled.  Remember that First Lutheran offers camperships to 
the children of our congregation to attend Calumet.  Summer camp is an amazing opportunity 
for young people to grow in their faith and meet kids from lots of other churches throughout 
New England and beyond, and we don't want anyone who would like to go to miss out due to 
finances.  If you would like financial assistance to send your kids to Calumet, please let me 
know. 

During this time of transition, while we as a congregation come together to decide on what we 
are looking for in a pastor, it is more important than ever that we are securely grounded in our 
worship identity as a community.  Just like when a single person is dating, we as a community 
must know who we are before we can attract the right person to lead us.  We hope to continue 
this conversation in the coming months, and we hope that you join us in the process!  In the 
meantime, the Worship Committee has settled on a worship experience that integrates both  
traditional and contemporary elements.  No matter what our worship looks like, as long as our 
intention is to give honor and glory to God, we can't go wrong. 

May the peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Jenna 

 

jenna.hoffman@flcme.org 

mailto:ed.daggett@flcme.org
mailto:jenna.hoffman@flcme.org
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The Lord himself goes before you and will be with you;  
he will never leave you nor forsake you. 
Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. 

 Deuteronomy 31:8 (NIV)  
 
I have had a few unexpected changes in my life during the past twelve months.  It was a year 
ago in February that my mother suddenly passed away.  Seeing that she was thriving in her new 
living environment and was doing the best that she had in a while, her death certainly caught all 
of us off guard.  I’ve also seen family members suffer with illnesses including cancer; deal with 
stressful jobs and job loss; deal with broken relationships, with each other and even with Christ.  
All unexpected changes.  

Here at First Lutheran, we have had our challenges with change.  We have faced setbacks as we 
continue to come out of the depths of Covid and bring programs back to life.  We have      
struggled with creating a worship style that appeals to everyone.  We still have members and 
families that have not returned to church.  For me personally, I have wondered at times during 
the past year what my role here at church is.  

Now we are facing what was certainly an unexpected change—having to look for a new pastor.  
And before we do that, we will be discerning what our Sunday morning worship may look like 
in the future.  The Worship Committee will soon be asking the congregation for your views and 
opinions on worship, and I hope that you all take advantage of this opportunity to help us.  

Pastor Brad, in one of his last sermons to us, reminded us that just as the Father called Jesus 
“the Beloved” at His baptism, we too are the beloved children of God.  It is not because of    
anything that we have done or anything we will do.  It is simply because of the love of God for 
us.  

I have a perpetual calendar (it was put out by Aid Association for Lutherans, so some of you 
will know how old it is) that has a Bible verse for each day of the year.  When I flipped to the 
above verse a few weeks ago, it gave me pause.  Through all of the challenges we face—
personally, as a congregation, as a community—God is with us.  When we forget this, even if 
we turn away, God is always waiting for us, his beloved children.  

As we once again begin an interim period and start the call process, as we face the other      
challenges that may arise, as you face any unexpected changes—may we all remember the 
words that Moses spoke to Joshua.  Let us not be afraid, let us not be discouraged.  

 

In +His service,  

Bill Mills 

From the Editor 

 

February 14 

February 20 February 19 
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Sewing Saturdays 

Some equate the month of February with LOVE.  
One way you can show love for others is to help 
make a quilt for Lutheran World Relief!  Please 
consider joining the quilters on a Sewing Saturday 
either February 4th or 18th from 9:30am to Noon or 
pick up a “block bundle” to assemble at home.    

Taken from lwr.org: 

The new year always brings with it a period of    
reflection.  It serves as a time to contemplate on 
God’s all-encompassing love and blessings, and 
how to better share what we have so abundantly 
received with others, especially with those in need.  

Now more than ever, with the devastating war in 
Ukraine, severe hunger throughout Peru and floods 
and famine threatening South Sudan that need is 
tremendous.  Our most vulnerable neighbors face 
multiple crises and depend on your life saving love 
and partnership-especially this year.   

Please help us share love locally and around the 
world by joining us for a Sewing Saturday. 

Update: We actually delivered twelve quilts to 
Project Linus for Barbara Bush Children’s         
Hospital!!!  

 

 

 

 

 

Our time is here! 

The GPFP rotation model is back to the pre-Covid 
model.  Currently 4 families are staying at a host 
church for a two-week period.  Families arrive at 
5:00pm and leave by 7-7:30am the following   
morning. The families will be preparing the        
dinner meal.  We do provide a take along or quick 
breakfast for those interested in eating in the   
morning.  During the day, the families are staying at 
the day center at the YMCA.  

Portland Friends is our host church and we will be 
supporting them.  Portland Friends is located at 
1837 Forest Ave. in Portland.  The families will  
arrive beginning Wednesday, February 8th and will 
stay through Wednesday, February 22nd.  

There are a variety of days and times to volunteer if 
you are interested.  This is a great opportunity to 
have more interaction with the families that we are 
supporting.  The 5:00-8:15pm slot gives you the 
opportunity to hang out with the families and eat 
the African dishes for dinner.  The overnight slot is 
from 8:00pm-8:00am.  The day center at the “Y” is 
closed on Sundays, and on Monday, February 20th 
so the families will be staying at Portland Friends.  
There are volunteer opportunities during the day for 
those specific days.  

If you wish to sign up or have questions, please 
contact Wendy Barmore at (207) 595-2462 
or wjbarmore@gmail.com or go to this website to 
sign up. 

Along with GPFP, we are making a big difference 
in the lives of these families.   

Thank you.  

Our Community Involvement 

http://www.lwr.org
mailto:wjbarmore@gmail.com
https://signup.com/go/ANDUMbd
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February is here already!  Soon it will be Mother’s 
Day and then Halloween and then Christmas 
again.  Boy time sure flies! 

Come by our table in the Fellowship Hall Sunday, 
February 5th or 12th and purchase those RaiseRight 
gift cards that help support a preschooler in our FLC 
Childcare  Program—a win-win for all concerned! 

Upcoming Celebrations — Get RaiseRight (Scrip) 
gift cards for that special someone in your life! 

 Presidents Day — Buy George and Abe       
something for their birthdays…something you 
would like for yourself! 

 Valentine’s Day — Plan ahead you men…a 
RaiseRight Shopping gift card is a terrific way to 
tell her you care. 

 St. Patrick’s Day is March 17th so why not      
celebrate with a gift card? 

 Easter is on April 9th.  It’s not too early to be 
thinking about this holiday. 

And of course, there are all those birthdays and other 
special occasions that come up, like the first day on 
the golf course in 2023, the winner of the Super 
Bowl, the loser of the Super Bowl, or just celebrating.  
Really there are many good reasons to have a gift 
card on hand in case you should need one! 

To make it easier, you can enroll in our RaiseRight 
(Scrip) Program.  Just go to RaiseRight.com to join 
the First Lutheran Program.  Use enrollment code: 
9A936A95552L6.  You can order gift cards online 
anytime you want.  

We’re happy to answer any questions you might have 
about how to support our Give a Child a Chance    
effort to offer tuition aid to the neighborhood children 
in need to attend our First Lutheran Preschool! 

Give a Child a Chance Team: Ann Brown, Susan 
Bollman, Wendy Carey, Karen Johnson, Colleen 
Taylor 

For questions contact:  Karen Johnson at 797-2525 

ec-fund@flcme.org 

Thank you everyone for your loving support of 
this new ministry! 

We have been consistently hosting new people in 
our Sunday Evening worship space and at the tea 
and cookie time that follows. 

In January we had about 25 people total in        
attendance with about 20% of our attendees being 
new to our worship community. 

We've also collected and donated about $70 to the 
Preble Street Resource Center from donations  
given at our tea and cookie time. 

We hope, in the new year, to outreach more to the 
surrounding community and continue to invite 
those who may be estranged from faith           
communities to come and experience the peace 
and holiness of this contemplative worship       
environment.  

Just recently a man who attended for the first time 
and who does not identify as a Christian, spoke to 
me about how much peace he felt at Eventide.  He 
was moved especially by the congregational   
singing and the beauty and welcome he felt in our 
worship space. 

Thank you again for opening our sanctuary to 
those who are outside of our community and    
creating an open space where people who have 
felt excluded can again be welcomed into the   
embrace of the grace of Christ. 

-Jenna and Aaron 

Eventide Taize      
Service 

http://www.raiseright.com
mailto:ec-fund@flcme.org
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Pictures from the reception for Pastor Brad 
on his last Sunday with us, January 22. 

Many thanks to the Fellowship Committee 
for putting all of this together. 
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Prayer is such an       
important part of our 
daily Christian lives, and 
sometimes extra prayers 
are needed. If you have 
any special prayer     
requests and you would 
like to have our “Prayer 
Warriors” praying as 

well, please send an email. 

prayer-request@flcme.org 

 Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and 
the God of all consolation, who consoles us 
in all our affliction, so that we may be able 
to console those who are in any affliction 
with the consolation with which we ourselves 
are consoled by God. 
 

2 Corinthians 1: 3-4 

Have news to share?? 

Send it to News@flcme.org! 

Articles/photos sent to this email address 
are delivered to Bill Mills [newsletter, 
website, calendar] and Joleen [weekly 

bulletin] 

February 1 Wayne Heath 

February 10 Stewart Pleacher 

February 12 Jason Hanley 

February 14 Anna Louise Englund 

February 16 Mickie Kucinkas 

  Henry Cease 

February 20 Karli Hanson 

February 22 Steve Santiago 

February 23 Lynn Macken 

February 25 Dave Selleck 

February 26 Judy Horn 
Abbott Knowles 
Ned Long 
Wendy Carey 
Pastor, Lauren & Will 
Grace Conant Stockwell 
Bob Mitchell 
Katelyn Burrell 
Dave Deuben 
Sue Hayden 
Carol Adams 
Karen Johnson 
Lynne Fishburn 

Jeffrey Durloo 
Neal & Sandy Brady 
Eleanor Anderson 
FLC Sunday School 
FLC Church Council 
Lois Loven 
The People of Ukraine 
Victims of racism and 
hate 
All victims of violence 
 
 

mailto:prayer-request@flcme.org
mailto:news@flcme.org
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Worship Service is at 10:00 am 
Sunday School is at 9:00 am 

 
Church Office Hours are Monday thru Friday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm (797-2525) 
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