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Wednesday, March 2nd at 7pm
Worship Service with Ashes and Holy
Communion
Wednesdays at 7pm, beginning March 9
Join us for the Holden Evening Service
for our midweek Lenten services, here at
First Lutheran

FLC Trivia Night #2
Don’t miss out again on this opportunity for fun and fellowship!
Teams of 1 - 4 members* will compete in a spirited contest of knowledge. This is not just
Bible trivia. Sports, Music, History — the questions could be anything! Top 3 teams will
have bragging rights and will get to choose which church group will receive funds (Fuel
Fund, Give a Child a Chance, Greater Portland Family Promise, Pastor’s Discretionary Fund,
Youth Camperships, etc).
Saturday, March 19, 6:30-9:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall and Zoom
$20 per team
B.Y.O. Snacks & Beverages
Sign-up on list in hallway or call the office
*Don’t have a team? Add your name to the list outside the sanctuary or call the church office. Team
Captains looking to round out their team can invite player(s) from the list to join their team.

Congregational Meeting Recap
The congregational semi annual meeting was held on February 13. Treasurer Ed Daggett gave the
Treasurer’s report for 2021. FLC was blessed with a strong year. Expenses were less and receipts /
offerings were good, and we ended 2021 with a net operating surplus of $19,194. Restricted Giving was
strong with receipts of more than $139,400. $13,894 was raised and given to Pastor’s Discretionary
Fund and Greater Portland Family Promise. The only remaining renovation item to be paid for is the
installation of the sprinkler system in the Fellowship Hall and Education Wing, which will need to be
completed this year. Once the Imagine campaign is closed, the mortgage will be paid from the operating
account.
Ed then presented the proposed budget for 2022. Preparing the budget was challenging as utilities have
gone way up. Heating fuel costs are the highest we have seen in the past six years, and electricity is
30% higher than last year. The budget also includes a 5% increase for Synod support, and a 5% increase
for Pastor’s salary and staff salaries. The Council also approved an allocation of $18,000 from the 2021
surplus to help with the 2022 budget. The budget proposed expenditures of $358,038 and income of
$350,156, for a proposed deficit of $7,882. This number may be reduced by any further pledges by
members up to February 27. The budget resolution was passed unanimously.
Pastor Brad gave a brief update. Even though COVID continues, we enter 2022 feeling confident that
God is working here at FLC, and we continue to build for our current community. Pastor reported that
Council and Mutual Ministry had created a dream list for our Youth & Family Ministry position, and we
are currently talking with a candidate that seems to meet many of the qualifications.

Financial Update
FLC had a net operating deficit in January of $3,025. Our budget called for an operating surplus of
$1,899 so this was $4,925 under our budget. The primary cause of the deficit was high oil and
electricity costs which led to this result. Our free operating cash balance at January 31, 2022 was
$88,173 after transferring $18,000 to restricted accounts to be applied to 2022’s operating budget. We
have applied for Employee Retention Tax Credits as changes in pandemic relief acts made us
eligible. If the refund requests are approved we should receive substantial refunds to be allocated
between the church and the Children’s Program. Our unrestricted cash balance ensures that we can
continue our ministry as planned in the coming year.
The 2022 proposed budget was reviewed by the Council and presented at the semi annual meeting on
February 13th; it was approved by the congregation. Preliminary figures counting commitments through
January 20th suggest an operating deficit of $7,882, although commitments of support will continue to
be received until February 27 at which time the final approved budget will be reported.
If you have questions, please contact me by e-mail or on my cell phone, 207-939-0820.
--Ed Daggett, Treasurer
Actual January 2022

YTD 2022

Operating Income

$30,301

$30,301

Operating Expenses

$33,326

$33,326

Net Operating Income
(Loss)

($3,025)

($3,025)

ed.daggett@flcme.org

2

From the Pastor
Wisdom and Proverbs 8
Does not wisdom call out?
Does not understanding raise her voice?
At the highest point along the way,
where the paths meet, she takes her stand;
beside the gate leading into the city,
at the entrance, she cries aloud:
“To you, O people, I call out;
I raise my voice to all mankind.
You who are simple, gain prudence;
you who are foolish, set your hearts on it.
Listen, for I have trustworthy things to say;
I open my lips to speak what is right.
My mouth speaks what is true,
for my lips detest wickedness.”
Proverbs 8.1-7 NRSV
In Proverbs 8 we hear Wisdom speak, and in Wisdom’s speaking we may see the relationships
that are vital to the way the world works. The first relationship is Wisdom’s connection with
God. Wisdom speaks in Proverbs 8 and tells us that she was with God from the beginning.
Wisdom was the craftsman, the one who brought things into being under the direction of God.
Though the text itself does not allude to Christ as the Word of God who we read about in the
Gospel of John, but a foundation of our Trinitarian theology lives here.
Wisdom describes her relationship to the creatures who come after the formation of the world
and we see here that God creates all things with wisdom. We were created through God’s
wisdom and are called, summoned by Wisdom itself. As we approach the Lenten season, let us
seek the wisdom of God that our eyes would be open to the new things God is doing in our
community.
PB

Thank you!
Friends and Church Family,
Thank you all for the prayers, concern and support during the past year while
discovering and being treated for heart disease. The methods used to correct the problem
were successful and while I’m not back to 2020 health, I can see things getting better.
You all are awesome!

Abbott Knowles
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GPFP Update
Four families moved into permanent housing
during the month of January. These families moved
from the Family Shelter overflow which is in hotels
in South Portland or Old Orchard Beach. The
families are so thankful to have the opportunity to
be permanently housed and be partnered with
GPFP.
GPFP is continuing to partner with Furniture
Friends for major pieces of furniture for these
moves. GPFP backfills with items that Furniture
Friends cannot provide. In addition to the move-in
kits, GPFP also provides pots, pans, silverware,
drinking glasses, plates, etc.
GPFP current needs:


Small Dressers



Small end tables/bedside tables



Queen mattresses and box springs



Silverware



Drinking glasses (plain, nothing fancy)

If you have any of these items, please contact
Wendy Barmore at wjbarmore@gmail.com and I
would be glad to pick them up from you. Thank
you!
—Wendy

FLC
Outing at
the Maine
Mariners
game on
February
19.
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FLC / Portland Friends Families
We now have the opportunity to support two
families. We are partnering with volunteers from
Portland Friends.
Our first family:
Celina and Isiquiel, along with their 11 year old boy,
Ossande, 7 year old girl, Serena and 1 year old girl
Kayla. They are adjusting quite well and mom and
dad are enrolled in school at Portland Adult Ed.
Isiquiel is working with FedCap and is enrolled in a
manufacturing training program.
Our second family:
Mom Sophia and her 2 year old daughter, Luisnell,
are from Angola. We just met them and are learning
what their needs might be. Mom is enrolled in
English classes through Portland Adult Ed. and
speaks Spanish.
GPFP is helping one family at a time to prevent
homelessness.

Daylight Saving Time
begins on March 13.

Our Community Outreach
"Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled." — Luke 6:21
Thank you to everyone for your generous donations to our Souper Bowl Sunday collection.
We delivered 245 cans of soup to Project Feed, an emergency food pantry at Woodfords
Congregational Church. Your participation in our annual event is much appreciated by the
Outreach Committee and the volunteers at Project Feed.

Valentine’s Day Bouquets
What a fun way to celebrate a holiday—making floral bouquets and sharing the Love! A chatty group of First
Lutheran members gathered at the church on Saturday, February 12th and got creative making 23 individual
and unique bouquets. Joining us later were additional volunteers to assist in the deliveries and spreading the
love to members and friends who may not be able to get to church for various reasons or who could benefit
from a gift of love from their church family. A good time was had by all who participated in this fun event.
A special thank you to Joy Carr, Wendy Barmore and Mickie Kucinkas for planning, organizing and acquiring
the needed materials. Thank you to Thrivent Action Teams for financially supporting this event and a great
big thank you to all of our Volunteers.
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News for the month of March…hopefully coming in like a lamb and not a lion!.
Planning for Easter — there will only be 3 Sundays of Scrip Sales until Easter Sunday on April
17. We won’t be selling Scrip Cards on Palm Sunday, so please plan for shopping/gift cards
you want to have for Easter gifting.
We now keep some physical cards on hand for Cash and Carry sales…from Amazon, Dunkin,
Shaw’s, Starbucks, Target, Visa, Panera, Chili’s, and Walmart…you can buy them out at our
table.
Please continue to hold our Give a Child a Chance ministry in your prayers. Helping us help
them means so much for the children and their families who benefit. We cannot help all the
children in need to attend preschool. But helping a few children? That’s something we can
do.
And I’m happy to bring an update on Dirck and his sister Dinorah Roberto. We have been
involved with the children attending our preschool since 2019, when we began our 2-year
sponsorship of Dirck, followed by Dinorah for her preschool year. They called to update us on
their life happenings. The family moved to Kettering, Ohio this past summer. Dirck is eight
and misses his friends here in Portland a lot. He can’t wait to get back to Portland to visit
them. Dinorah, six, just moved on with the change in location, school, etc. It didn’t seem to
faze her. Dielia is three and can’t understand why she can’t go to school and do all the other
things her big brother and sister can do. Mom and Dad, Joyce and Claver, both found work as
healthcare aides in different residences caring for special needs individuals — the same work
they were doing while living in Portland. Keep the family in your thoughts and prayers.
Team Members: Susan Bollman, Ann Brown, Wendy Carey, Karen Johnson (Chair), Lynn
Macken, Mike Pleacher, Colleen Taylor

ec-fund@flcme.org

March Sewing Saturdays
March is National Quilting Month so it is more than appropriate our quilters plan to gather to
create more beautiful quilts for Lutheran World Relief. Consider joining us on March 5th and
19th (which just happens to be National Quilting Day). Plan to drop in between 9:30 and noon
to help assemble quilts or to pick up a task to complete at home.
This happens to be the 75th anniversary year of Lutheran World Relief Mission Quilts. Their
website states, LW R Mission Quilts create a tangible lasting bond between the people who
lovingly assemble them and our neighbors around the world who receive quilts in their
greatest time of need. First Lutheran begin creating mission quilts in 2018 and we have sent
close to 50 quilts to LWR. So far, we have completed 10 quilts in 2022!
Several quilters are also making quilts to donate to the Barbara Bush Children’s Hospital ICU
patients. Those quilts are much smaller and easy to make out of our scrap stash
housed at church.
For questions, please contact Joy Carr or Colleen Taylor (701-541-2097).
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Our thoughts and prayers are with the family of Joan Mills, 79, who passed away
unexpectedly on February 14 at her residence in Saco.
A member of First Lutheran for over 25 years, Joan was active in many groups over the
years. She served a term on the church Council, was involved in Greater Portland Family
Promise, the Outreach Committee and Give a Child a Chance, and served on Altar Guild.
She sang in the Senior Choir and played with the Bell Choir. She taught Sunday School
and volunteered in the church office for many years.
Joan made so many wonderful friendships over the years, and was always grateful for her
church family. She so appreciated the love and support she received the past several
years from so many.
We ask God to continue to bless her family in the weeks and months ahead.

Fred Olson
Tom Allen
Carol Adams
Pastor, Lauren &
Will
Ab Knowles
Karen Johnson
Lynne Fishburn
Dorris Warren
Owen & Susan
O’Donnell
Katelyn Burrell
Fay Brown
Ann Johnson
George Wilkinson
Jan Bennett

Jackie Nelson
Jim Leo
Lorraine Taylor
Sherry Robinson &
family
Barb Daken
Neal & Sandy Brady
The family of Joan
Mills
Those still suffering
from Coronavirus
Victims of racism
and hate
Those affected by
suicide
Eleanor Anderson

Prayer is such an
important part of our
daily Christian lives, and
sometimes extra prayers
are needed. If you have
any special prayer
requests and you would
like to have our “Prayer
Warriors” praying as well, please send an email.

March 7
March 10
March 11
March 12
March 16
March 17
March 18
March 22
March 23
March 31

Molly Bennett
Bethany Hayn
John Bollman
Sarah Dressel
Danielle Santiago
Bill Bennett
Charlotte Krantz
Patty Waugh
Ed Daggett
Kathy Sensecqua
Sawyer Hayn
Anders Arienti
Caitlyn Hanley

Have news to share?
Send it to News@flcme.org!
Articles/photos sent to this email address
are delivered to Bill Mills [newsletter],
Joleen [weekly bulletin], Pastor Brad
[general announcements], and the
Communications Team [Website,
Facebook, Calendar]

prayer-request@flcme.org
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