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Midweek Lenten Opportunities 

At First Lutheran Church 

Lenten Soup & Song 

Soup & Bread Community Meal at 6:00 pm 

Eventide Candlelit Service at 7:00 pm 

 

At Emmaus Lutheran Church 

Area Lutheran Church Service 

Soup & Bread Supper at 6:00 pm 

Holden Evening Service at 7:00 pm 

(265 Middle Road in Falmouth) 

 

 

 

The CAT (Congregational Assessment Tool) has gone live!  This 
online instrument will help us as we prepare to call a new pastor.   
Every member of your family—middle school aged and above—is 
urged to complete the CAT.  Click here to go to the survey link, or scan 
the QR Code.  Our future together is dependent on your participation 
and honest answers.  The last day to complete the survey is March 
12th.  If you have any questions, please contact Nancy Houlihan or 
Ann Brown. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FLCPORTLANDME
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Actual January 2023 Actual YTD 

Operating Income $31,798 $31,798 

Operating Expenses $38,970 $38,970 

Net Operating Income 
(Loss) 

     ($7,172)  ($7,172) 

FLC had a net operating deficit in January 2023 of $7,172.  We had expected a deficit of $15,805 so the   
result was significantly favorable to our budget.  The primary cause was stronger offerings than budgeted 
and lower expenses.  Our operating account maintains a healthy balance as does the Children’s Program. 

A deficit budget of ($34,897) for 2023 [subject to any later estimates of giving being received] was approved 
at the semi-annual meeting. 

If you have questions, please contact me by e-mail or on my cell phone, 207-939-0820. 

--Ed Daggett, Treasurer 

 

ed.daggett@flcme.org 

Financial Update 

Youth & Worship Ministry 

With the arrival of a new month, we have much to celebrate!   

The Eventide service has been going strong, and we recently decided to transition our service time from  
Sunday evenings to Wednesday evenings at 7pm beginning March 1st. 

As this change corresponds with Lent, the Eventide service will take on more of a Lenten tone throughout 
the season, with music and readings especially selected to aid in the contemplation of Christ's atoning death 
and resurrection.  Please join us in worship as we journey through Lent together.   

Please also consider joining us prior to the service for a simple community meal of soup and bread beginning 
at 6pm.  It's a wonderful opportunity for fellowship with our brothers and sisters in Christ!  

Another upcoming opportunity for fellowship and discussion is a new book group, led by Aaron and myself.  
The book is entitled How Shall We Worship? by Marva Dawn.  Many of us on the Worship Committee are 
already thoroughly enjoying this book, and we encourage all who have an interest in why and how we     
worship to take part in our study and discussion.  The book group will meet after church on Sundays twice 
monthly for a "brown bag lunch" and conversation.  Please email me if you're interested in participating, and 
I will make sure to keep you updated!  

A couple of months ago, I asked for volunteers to help ensure the continuation of our Sunday School        
program, and in February, we welcomed two new teachers: Sarah and Noelle Pesa!  If you see them, please 
make sure to thank them for volunteering. The families that participate in the Sunday School program held a 
movie and pizza party night at the end of February vacation.  I hope to make it a monthly event!  

As ever, it is a privilege to serve this church as Minister of Youth and Worship.  God is doing amazing 
things in our community, and I look forward to seeing what comes next.  

Peace be with you all, 

Jenna 

jenna.hoffman@flcme.org 

mailto:ed.daggett@flcme.org
mailto:jenna.hoffman@flcme.org
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Council Update 
 
Dear First Lutheran Family,  

I write to you with excitement and anticipation as we look forward to a new season both in calendar and spirit.  
With the help and guidance of Pastor Barter and the New England Synod we are progressing through the steps 
of searching out our new pastor.  We’ve been blessed to have him and other very experienced pastors lead our 
worship.  With our Call Committee in place and a capable team to guide our Congregation Assessment Tool 
and Congregation Profile, we are poised to insure a successful match.  I would like to thank everyone who has 
volunteered to be a part of this process and everyone for their prayers of support.  

Everyone should have received a CAT assessment questionnaire in the mail and if you could please take a few 
minutes to complete the online forms it will be of great help in guiding our search.  If you have any questions 
regarding the CAT please reach out to either Nancy Houlihan or Ann Brown.  In the meantime please continue 
to keep the Call Committee in your prayers.  There are plans in place to have remodeling done at our          
parsonage so that we can welcome both our interim and new pastor.  

In other news, the Council has approved funding to do much needed repairs to the basement of the education / 
administration wing.  These structural repairs will allow us to make cosmetic improvements to the basement 
so that our youth will feel welcomed and be proud of their worship and education space.  

We continue to have a strong and cohesive council that is actively working together to make thoughtful      
decisions that will allow First Lutheran to not only survive but truly thrive in doing Gods work in our church, 
community and world.  

Please feel free to reach out to me or any member of the FLC Council if you have any questions regarding the 
work, worship or direction here at First Lutheran.  

God bless,  

Matt Thees 

Council President 

Semiannual Meeting Recap 
 
The Semiannual Congregational meeting was held on January 29.  Treasurer Ed Daggett presented the ending 
financial figures for 2022 — we recorded a net operating surplus of $1,476, which is favorable considering we 
had budgeted an operating deficit of $7,882.  Restricted Giving was once again strong with receipts of almost 
$41,000.  Ed then presented the 2023 budget.  Highlights included: 

 2023 Estimates of Giving are worse than 2022, both in the number of pledges received and the overall    
dollar amount.   

 5% increase for staff salaries.  Salary costs for a pastor are limited due to the vacancy.   

 Large increases to energy expenses are expected to continue. 

 The mortgage principal & interest will now be paid out of the operating budget as the Capital Campaign 
has ended. 

The Congregation voted to accept the proposed budget with a deficit of $34,897. 

Council President Matt Thees asked for volunteers for the Nominating Committee, as three current members 
of the council will be ending their terms in June. 

Finally, the 2022 Jerry Link Volunteer Award was presented to Brian Carr. 

If anyone missed the meeting and wishes to watch it, the video has been uploaded to our YouTube page.  
Click here to view it. 

council@flcme.org 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lpc8kvlFCww
mailto:council@flcme.org
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Our Community Outreach 
Palm Sunday Flower Bouquets 

The Outreach Committee will be making flower bouquets to give to those who need a bit of 
cheer.  We are looking for folks to help put together the bouquets and for folks to deliver 
them. 

We will be meeting at church on Saturday, April 1st at 9:30am to assemble to bouquets.  If 
you can deliver one or two bouquets, you can pick them up on Saturday between 10:00 and 
11:00am, or after church on Sunday, April 2nd.  We will provide you with the name(s) and 
addresses. 

Thank you to Thrivent Financial for the donation of a Thrivent Action Team Card to fund 
this event. 

Souper Bowl 

Thank you for the generous donations of soup and other items for     
Project Feed, the emergency food pantry at Woodfords Congregational 
Church.  For those experiencing food insecurity, it is a huge help to 
have this program available. 

Thank you to Joe & Betty Klassen for delivering the boxes. 

GPFP Update 

Dear GPFP congregational partners, 

Greater Portland Family Promise will be receiving funding from Maine Housing to open up a 24-hour winter 
warming shelter at Woodford Church.  This means that we will be vacating the YMCA and temporarily  
pausing our rotational shelter model and giving the families a chance to settle into one place while we take a 
breath and figure out what’s next (the long term solution).  This will 
also allow us to double our capacity from 3 families/18 individuals to 6 
families/36 individuals.  

We are incredibly grateful for this opportunity, but know that a lot of 
work lies ahead.  We are hoping that you and your volunteers will stick 
with us as we pivot and adapt to the changes around us and will      
continue to volunteer with us at this static location.  

We will be creating one signup with all volunteer slots, and will be sending this out very soon.  

With hope in my heart, 

Michelle Lamm, GPFP Director 

Update on Sophia and Luisnell 

We are still supporting Sophia and Luisnell.  Sophia's partner recently arrived from Angola.  Sophia is       
attending in-person English classes at Portland Adult Education because she now has care for Luisnell.      
Sophia's English is improving and we were able to communicate quite well without using Google Translate.  
Please continue to keep them in your prayers.   
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Who doesn’t like a win-win? 
 

Our Give a Child a Chance ministry at First Lutheran raises money to support 3 - 4 year olds to attend our 
preschool, who would otherwise not be able to take advantage of an early education experience, through the 
sale of RaiseRight Gift cards (formerly Scrip Gift Cards).  We receive rebates from retailers that go directly 
into our tuition fund.  

You can get more bang for your dollar by buying gift cards through us to give to three organizations that 
serve people in need — Greater Portland Family Promise, Maine Needs and the FLC Pastor's Discretionary 
Fund.  Brief descriptions of each of these organizations are listed below.   

Please keep these organizations in mind when we are selling the RaiseRight gift cards the first two Sundays 
of the month.  That is a way in which everyone wins! 

Greater Portland Family Promise " is dedicated to preventing family homelessness.  GPFP par tners 
with faith communities and other social service organizations to create a community-based response.  Using 
a multi-pronged holistic approach of Prevention, Shelter and Stabilization, GPFP and congregations work 
together to provide a system of care for families." 

GPFP families can use gift cards for Target and Walmart.  Find out more about this organization by visiting 
their website.  You can also talk with Wendy Barmore or Yvonne Jumper about the organization. 

Maine Needs aims " to help individuals and families in Maine meet their  basic, mater ial needs by 
providing donated clothing, hygiene products, household items, and other necessities. They focus their 
work on those starting life over from scratch: domestic abuse survivors, asylum seekers and those facing 
financial hardships. They partner with schools, caseworkers, teachers, visiting nurses and professional care 
providers to provide these material resources.”  Caseworkers, teachers, nurses, street outreach teams, and 
professional care providers all over Maine request through Maine Needs and deliver direct to families and 
individuals. 

One item they provide is the warmth kit, given to the unhoused that includes a pair of warm gloves/mittens 
and a Dunkin Donuts gift card that allows them to get into a warm place for some relief from the cold. The 
organization can use gift cards from Dunkin Donuts, Target, Shaw's and Walmart — places that are        
accessible by public transportation. You can find out more about Maine Needs on their website.  You can 
also talk with Wendy Barmore about this organization. 

Pastor's Discretionary Fund is used to respond to needs of FLC members and neighbors who have special 
circumstances requiring some financial support through the use of gift cards.  The most useful gift cards are 
from Target and Walmart. 

 

Questions?  Feel free to contact any member of the Give a Child a Chance team: Susan Bollman, Ann 
Brown, Wendy Carey, Karen Johnson, or Colleen Taylor.  You can also reach us through the Church      
Office: 797-2525. 

 

Ec-fund@flcme.org 

https://www.gpfamilypromise.org/
https://www.maineneeds.org/
mailto:ec-fund@flcme.org
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Quilting for a Cause 

For the last five years the FLC quilting group has 
made and sent quilts as part of Lutheran World  
Relief’s mission.  Our quilts are sent to a         
warehouse in Maryland where they are sorted,  
folded, baled and sent wherever there is a need.  In 
2022, 220,317 quilts were distributed from the 
Maryland and Minnesota warehouses to 19         
different countries.  The Maryland warehouse sent 
quilts to: Angola, Armenia, Georgia, Jordan,     
Lebanon, Mali, Poland, South Sudan, Syria, and 
Ukraine.  These quilts along with Personal Care 
Kits and Baby Kits “provide hope and a fresh start 
to desperate families who often feel alone, afraid 
and isolated from loved ones.”  (LWR.org) 

Last month, our group encouraged folks to take 
home bundles of blocks to sew together to be     
assembled into a lovely quilt top.  Thanks to the six 
talented individuals who volunteered to do so, we 
now have a number of tops ready to assemble into a 
quilt but we need more help.  Please join us on   
Saturday, March 4th from 9:30-11:30am (no      
experience necessary). You will help lay out the 
quilts, tie and pin the edges.  We have all the     
supplies so we just need willing hands!  

Our second March quilting Saturday is March 18th 
which happens to be National Quilting Day.  LWR 
is encouraging churches to host an event to         
celebrate more than 75 years of comforting the 
world with quilts.  Plans are underway for such an 
event at our church so mark your calendars and 
plan on joining in the fun as we attempt to finish 
quilts to send off this year.  Watch the bulletin for 
more information. 

If you have any questions please contact one of 
these quilting group members: Joy Carr, Trena 
Durloo, Colleen Taylor or Doris Warren.  Thanks 
for supporting this important mission.    

Coffee Hour Help 

It is always nice to enjoy a time of fellowship after 
the worship service.  Having a cup of coffee and a 
little treat makes the time even more special. 

In order to have the coffee hour, we need you to 
help.  You can do it by yourself, or with a team of 
two or more.  With enough volunteers, a           
commitment of only one week every few months is 
all you would need to do. 

Check the sign-up sheet by the kitchen door in the 
Fellowship Hall.  If you have any question, please 
see Mickie Kucinkas.   

Nametags 
There are a few new faces on Sunday mornings, and 
with guest pastors, our interim pastor and,        
eventually, our new pastor, wearing your nametag 
helps everyone get acquainted. 

If you have misplaced your nametag, or if you need 
a new nametag, write your name on the sheet by the 
mailboxes.  You can also send an email to       
nametag@flcme.org and we will make sure you get 
one. 

The final phase of the sprinkler system installation 
has started in the first floor of the Education Wing.  
The crew will move to the offices on the second 
floor, and then will finish with the Fellowship Hall. 

http://www.lwr.org
mailto:nametag@flcme.org
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Prayer is such an       
important part of our 
daily Christian lives, 
and sometimes extra 
prayers are needed. If 
you have any special 
prayer requests and 
you would like to have 

our “Prayer Warriors” praying as well, please 
send an email. 

prayer-request@flcme.org 

 Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and 
the God of all consolation, who consoles us 
in all our affliction, so that we may be able 
to console those who are in any affliction 
with the consolation with which we ourselves 
are consoled by God. 
 

2 Corinthians 1: 3-4 

March 7 Molly Bennett 

March 10 Bethany Hayn 

March 11 John Bollman 

  Sarah Dressel 

March 12 Danielle Santiago 

March 16 Bill Bennett 

  Charlotte Krantz 

March 18 Ed Daggett 

March 22 Kathy Sensecqua 

  Sawyer Hayn 

March 23 Anders Arienti 

March 27 David Deuben 

March 31 Caitlyn Hanley 

Abbott Knowles 
Ned Long 
Wendy Carey 
Grace Conant Stockwell 
Bob Mitchell 
Dave Deuben 
Sue Hayden 
Karen Johnson 
Lynne Fishburn 
Jeffrey Durloo 
FLC Call Committee 
FLC Sunday School 
FLC Church Council 

Lois Loven 
Stephanie, Henry & 
Baby Cease 
Bev Beliveau 
Jen & Brian Hazelwood 
The People of Ukraine 
Victims of racism and 
hate 
All victims of violence 
Those who are hungry, 
cold or alone 

Daylight Saving Time 
begins on March 12. 

Remember to set your 
clocks ahead one hour! 

March 17 

March 20 

Thank you to everyone that helped with the Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake Supper.  Both FLCP families and 
FLC members enjoyed the meal and fellowship. 

Thanks also to Thrivent Financial for the donation 
of a Thrivent Action Team Card. 

mailto:prayer-request@flcme.org
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First News is a monthly publication of Fir st Lutheran Church. Ar ticles can be submitted to the church 
office, or by email to news@flcme.org. The deadline is the 15th.  
 

Worship Service is at 10:00 am 
Sunday School for all ages is at 9:00 am 

 
Church Office Hours are Monday thru Friday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm (797-2525) 

 
www.FLCME.org 

 
STAFF 

Pastor .......................................................................................................................................................................  
Youth and Worship Minister ............................................................. Jenna Hoffman (jenna.hoffman@flcme.org)  
Church Secretary ............................................................................... Joleen Knowles (joleen.knowles@flcme.org) 
Church Organist ...........................................................................  Brenda Morneau (brenda.morneau@flcme.org) 
Director—FLC Children’s Community Ministry ....................................... Sherryl Eastman (flcpinfo@flcme.org) 
 
 

  
OFFICERS 

President ................................................................................................................................................ Matt Thees 
Vice-President ................................................................................................................................. Coleen Walther 
Secretary .................................................................................................................................................. Judy Horn 
Treasurer ................................................................................................................................................ Ed Daggett 
Financial Secretary ................................................................................................................................. Cheryl Cyr 

http://www.flcme.org

