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Palm Sunday — April 2 

Worship with Holy Communion   
10:00am 

Maundy Thursday — April 6 

Worship with Holy Communion  
7:00pm 

Good Friday — April 7 

Tenebrae Service  

7:00pm 

Resurrection of our Lord — April 9 

Worship with Holy Communion 

10:00am 
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Actual February 2023 Actual YTD 

Operating Income $23,767 $55,565 

Operating Expenses $27,354 $67,195 

Net Operating Income 
(Loss) 

      ($3,587)  ($11,830) 

FLC had a net operating deficit in February 2023 of $3,587. We had expected a deficit of 
$5,826 so the result was favorable to our budget.  The primary cause was lower energy          
expenses than budgeted.  Our operating account maintains a healthy balance as does the      
Children’s Program. 

A deficit budget of $34,898 for 2023, subject to any later estimates of giving being received, 
was approved at the semiannual meeting.  Since then we have learned of several members who 
have left the church and as a result our final deficit budget has increased to $45,977. 

If you have questions, please contact me by e-mail or on my cell phone, 207-939-0820. 

--Ed Daggett, Treasurer 

 

ed.daggett@flcme.org 

Financial Update 

Call Process Update 
 

The CAT committee is moving forward.  We had 81 responses from the congregation; thank 
you so much! While the response period is now closed, there is more to do.  Pastor Sara        
Anderson from the New England Synod received our data from Holy Cow on March 20, and 
she will be meeting with us to interpret the information.  This session will be on April 25th at 
6:30pm, and will last about two hours.  Anyone in the congregation can join the meeting via 
Zoom by clicking here.  (The meeting will also be recorded for anyone to view when they 
wish.)   

Next steps will be using the information we collect to finish writing the MSP (Ministry Site 
Profile), the description of our church that candidates meeting with our Call Committee will 
see.  Because so many have contributed to the CAT, we will have a good picture of our church 
that everyone has helped to paint. The MSP will help to assure that we have a good match    
between our congregation and our new pastor.   

If you have questions, please contact someone on the committee: Hannah Hanson, Paul Loven, 
Ann Brown, Kris Conant, or Nancy Houlihan. 

 

Nancy Houlihan 

Chair CAT committee 

mailto:ed.daggett@flcme.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82560842641?pwd=ZTYxUjhma3YrSUg3TUc4MG5aam9ydz09
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Youth & Worship Minstry 

March was a great month for the youth of First Lutheran! We joined forces with the Ecumenical Service 
Corps, a group of youth from a variety of Portland area churches, on a service project. Following church on 
March 12th, we met about 20 other young people at Maine Needs to package bags of essential items like 
socks, hand sanitizer, band aids, and hand and foot warmers for the unhoused folks in our city. Social    
workers pick these up and then distribute them throughout the course of their days.  

We made short work of the essentials bags, so after devouring a lunch of pizza, the youth broke into small 
groups and began fulfilling orders placed by social workers for their clients. One of our groups picked   
kitchen items, clothing, and toys for a grandmother who is caring for her grandchildren, and another group 
helped a young mother by selecting baby clothes, diapers, and other necessities. All seven youth from FLC 
who attended had a great time, and we look forward to joining the Ecumenical Service Corps again on their 
next project in April! 

The group of confirmands met twice in March, where we have been learning and practicing Lectio Divina as 
we discuss the Affirmation of Baptism service. They are an insightful and impressive bunch! Aaron and I 
have also been sharing some little known facts about Martin Luther at the end of each class; if you want to 
know Martin Luther's "superpower" against the devil, ask one of the young people who will be confirmed 
this coming Pentecost! 

The Worship Band continues to meet every Tuesday evening to rehearse, and every Sunday it feels as though 
we get better and better! Our sound has really developed since Emily Cole decided to take up drum lessons 
to join the group. We are excited to lead some of the music throughout Holy Week, and have at least one 
new song to introduce in worship. We hope you find it as meaningful as we do! 

Sunday School is going strong as well. We moved to the Hospitality Room while the basement was being 
fitted for the sprinkler system, and the students and teachers have really enjoyed the brightness of the space. 
March's theme has been about how each one of us is a "work in progress," and focuses particularly on the 
virtue of forgiveness.  

I'm looking forward to April, and the continued opportunities to serve God here in our beloved community. 

 

jenna.hoffman@flcme.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Ecumenical Service Corps group at Maine Needs 

On March 26, we welcomed Dorothy Sensecqua, Deborah       
Sensecqua, and Aaron Hoffman as new members of First Lutheran 
Church. 

May God bless these new brothers and sisters as they work with us 
in the Kingdom of God. 

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, 
for the glory of God.  

Romans 15:7 

mailto:jenna.hoffman@flcme.org
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Quilts, Quilts, Quilts 
 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU to all those who came out on National Quilting 
Day on March 18th to help us finish the Lutheran World Relief Quilts!  We have more to put 
together and tie so if you have any time to help, please join us on either April 1st or April 15th 
anytime between 9:30 and noon.   Together we can complete them all before the shipping  
deadline.  The finished quilts will be displayed and blessed during the April16 worship service.   

Thanks also to the folks who obtained a Thrivent Action Team grant to support our quilting 
mission. 

Isaiah declares, “Truly, you are a God who hides    
himself, O God of Israel, the Savior” (45:15, ESV).  
But why would God hide?  Isn’t our knowing God the 
point?  Martin Luther explained that God hides in     
unexpected places so as not to be found where the 
world assumes a god would be — in power, status, 
fame, wealth — but to be found in weakness, humility 
and places of suffering. 

“Those who have found God in the cross of Jesus 
Christ,” said 20th-century theologian Dietrich         
Bonhoeffer, “know how wonderfully God hides       
himself in this world and how he is closest precisely 
when we believe him to be most distant.”  So God     
assures us of his presence in the humble manger, 
among the poor and outcast during his ministry, in the 
excruciating suffering of the cross, and with us in    
every struggle. 

God hides not to avoid us but so we will discover him 
precisely where we need him most, and where others 
need us most. 
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APRIL SHOWERS = MAY FLOWERS  

SPRING IS THE DIY TIME OF THE YEAR  

 

Getting ready for spring and summer takes lots of 
planning.  For outdoors, you have to think about 
pruning, planting, mulching, thinning growth, and 
turning over the soil---all are activities our 
RaiseRight gift cards can help with.  For indoors, 
you have to start thinking about repainting,          
remodeling, new curtains, new accessories, new  
appliances…again, all things our RaiseRight gift 
cards can help with. 

You can order RaiseRight gift cards from Lowe’s, 
Ace Hardware, Home Depot, Amazon, Big 
Lots, Container Store, Fleet Farm, Sam's Club,  
Tanger Outlets, Target, Walmart, Home Goods, 
Burlington, Crate & Barrel, Jo-Ann’s Fabrics,  
Kohl’s, Macy’s, LL Bean, Marshalls, Overstock, 
Michael’s, Pottery Barn, TJ Maxx, and Wayfair.  

We now carry some physical cards for both Lowe’s 
and The Home Depot, so no waiting for cards to 
arrive in the mail.  Cards ordered on Sundays are 
delivered Thursday or Friday, so there is truly little 
waiting to get started on those DIY tasks! 

If you plan outdoor or indoor DIY activities this 
spring, consider purchasing your items with our 
RaiseRight gift cards.  You accomplish your goals 
and you help send preschoolers to our nationally 
accredited Children’s Program.  Everyone wins! 

Team members:  Susan Bollman, Ann Brown,  
Wendy Carey, Karen Johnson and Colleen Taylor. 

ecfund@flcme.org  

Evensong Taize 
 

It has been so lovely this month to join together 
for soup and bread before our candlelit service. A 
big thank you to all of those who have made the 
homemade soups and brought the fresh bread 
and Irish butter. We have been deepening our 
friendships and connections and we've had some 
new people join our Evensong services over the 
past weeks as well. 

We've changed our name—we are now Evensong 
Taize—and we have been enjoying meditations 
on the cross this Lent in our readings and we now 
have a beautiful hand-painted Taize cross at the 
front of the sanctuary for our service. 

With our move to Wednesdays at 7pm, we've 
been able to include more singers and musicians 
to our music team. I love hearing the four-part 
harmony, the flutes, the recorder and the soft 
acoustic guitar each week which feels 
like something from the 'old world.' If you    
haven't experienced the beauty, peace, song, and 
silence of our Evensong Taize service yet, please 
join us.  

—Aaron Hoffman 

 

'Come, all you who are weary and carrying heavy 
burdens, and I will give you rest.' 

Fair News 
 
Dear FLC Friends,  

We are so appreciative for your donations to our 
past Holiday Fairs.  Your contributions have   
added to the success of our Fairs.  In the next few 
months, the Fair Committee’s goal is to            
reorganize our craft supplies and prior donations. 
Therefore, we are not accepting any donations 
during the spring and summer months.  If you are 
doing any winter/spring cleaning, please consider 
donating to Goodwill or Salvation Army.  

Yours truly,  

The Fair Committee  

fair@flcme.org 

Dear Members, 

Thank you all very much for your generous donation 
of food to Project Feed.  You are helping us to meet 
the needs of struggling members of our community 
who depend on us for food.  We want you to know 
that your support is greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Margo Wood, volunteer — Project Feed 

mailto:ec-fund@flcme.org
mailto:fair@flcme.org
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First Lutheran Day Camp 

 
Enrollment for First Lutheran Day Camp is now open!  Camp enrollment is on a first-come / 
first-serve basis and is limited to 35-40 campers per week this summer.  

Day Camp is nine weeks long and runs 
from Tuesday, June 20 thru Friday,  
August 18.  We will be closed on    
Monday, June 19 and Tuesday, July 4.  
You may enroll for all weeks of camp 
or any number or combination of 
weeks. 

Camp is 5 days each week (Monday – 
Friday).  However, we do have a      
limited number of part time slots   
available (e.g. 2, 3 or 4 days per week).  

We offer a tuition discount to church 
families by charging them the sibling rate. 

Please check the camp page of our website for more details and registration links. 

Questions?  Please contact Sherryl or Beth in the FLCP office if you have any questions (e.g. 
part time slots, church member discount, etc.).  We can be reached by email 
at flcpinfo@firstlutheranportland.org or by phone at 207-797-2260.  

 

 

The sprinkler project is almost completed.  
The new pipes have been installed in the 
Fellowship Hall and both floors of the     
Education Wing.  Once the new piping is 
connected to the main system, the entire 
building will be in compliance.   

https://flcp-childcare.org/portland-summer-day-camp/
mailto:flcpinfo@firstlutheranportland.org
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Prayer is such an       
important part of our 
daily Christian lives, 
and sometimes extra 
prayers are needed. If 
you have any special 
prayer requests and 
you would like to have 

our “Prayer Warriors” praying as well, please 
send an email. 

prayer-request@flcme.org 

 Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and 
the God of all consolation, who consoles us 
in all our affliction, so that we may be able 
to console those who are in any affliction 
with the consolation with which we ourselves 
are consoled by God. 
 

2 Corinthians 1: 3-4 

April 10 Ann Brown 

April 12 Ken Conant 

April 15 Maggie Gaudet 

  Madi Leo 

April 17 Bud Hedblom 

  Stella Hayn 

April 18 Mike Pleacher 

  Blake Hanson 

April 22 Steve Chabot 

April 24 Elizabeth Pleacher 

April 29 Paul Loven 

April 30 Dylan Alvord 
Abbott Knowles 

Ned Long 

Wendy Carey 

Grace Conant Stockwell 

Bob Mitchell 

Dave Deuben 

Sue Hayden 

Karen Johnson 

Lynne Fishburn 

Jeffrey Durloo 

FLC Call Committee 

FLC Sunday School 

FLC Church Council 

The family of Lois 
Loven 

Stephanie, Henry & 

Baby Cease 

Bev Beliveau 

Jen & Brian Hazelwood 

John & Linda Joyce 

Paul & Sharon Aube 

Victims of racism and 
hate 

All victims of violence 

Those impacted by 
storms and natural     
disasters 

Thank you to all of you who sent cards and 
best wishes to us at the passing of Lois 
Loven.  We appreciate all your support with 
prayers for our mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother. 

Paul and Rich, Hannah and Corey, Blake and 
Alaina and Karli. 

Earth Day, April 22 

mailto:prayer-request@flcme.org
mailto:prayer-request@flcme.org
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First News is a monthly publication of Fir st Lutheran Church. Ar ticles can be submitted to the church 
office, or by email to news@flcme.org. The deadline is the 15th.  
 

Worship Service is at 10:00 am 
Sunday School for all ages is at 9:00 am 

 
Church Office Hours are Monday thru Friday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm (797-2525) 

 
www.FLCME.org 

 
STAFF 

Pastor .......................................................................................................................................................................  
Youth and Worship Minister ............................................................. Jenna Hoffman (jenna.hoffman@flcme.org)  
Church Secretary ............................................................................... Joleen Knowles (joleen.knowles@flcme.org) 
Church Organist ...........................................................................  Brenda Morneau (brenda.morneau@flcme.org) 
Director—FLC Children’s Community Ministry ....................................... Sherryl Eastman (flcpinfo@flcme.org) 
 
 

  
OFFICERS 

President ................................................................................................................................................ Matt Thees 
Vice-President ................................................................................................................................. Coleen Walther 
Secretary .................................................................................................................................................. Judy Horn 
Treasurer ................................................................................................................................................ Ed Daggett 
Financial Secretary ................................................................................................................................. Cheryl Cyr 

April 2 — 9 

http://www.flcme.org

