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Holy Week Schedule
Palm Sunday — April 10
Sunday School at 9:00 am
Worship with Holy Communion at 10:00 am

Maundy Thursday — April 14
Worship with Holy Communion at 7:00 pm

Good Friday — April 15
Worship service at 7:00 pm

The Resurrection of Our Lord
Easter Sunday — April 17
Worship with Holy Communion at 10:00 am

Meet Jenna!
Although you may have seen her in church for a several weeks now, Jenna Wood began her
tenure as our new Youth and Worship Minister on March 27.
Here is a little background on Jenna, in her own words:
I am a retired United Methodist pastor’s kid, and I grew up in
a couple of different parsonages, mostly in New Hampshire.
After high school, I moved around the country following
various academic pursuits, and ended up with a Master of
Fine Arts in creative writing from the University of Florida, a
BA from the University of Rhode Island, and two years of
seminary at Boston University School of Theology.
Six months into the pandemic and against all odds, I met and
fell in love with the man of my dreams! It was a whirlwind
romance, and Aaron proposed a few months later. Then, in
January 2021, I moved to Scarborough, ME to start a new
chapter as a soon-to-be wife and bonus mom of two awesome
kids, Fiona, 10, and Silas, 7. (The big day is May 14th, if you
were wondering!)
I can’t wait to get started in my new role at First Lutheran, and I look forward to getting to
know you all in the coming months.
Please introduce yourself to Jenna and Aaron and welcome them to First. We ask the Holy
Spirit to guide Jenna as she begins this important ministry of working with our youth and
helping to design and lead worship.

Financial Update
FLC had a net operating surplus in February of $5,695. Our budget called for an operating
surplus of $62 so this was $5,633 over our budget. The primary cause of the surplus was
offerings that were $5,498 over budget. Our free operating cash balance on February 28, 2022
was $92,778. Our unrestricted cash balance ensures that we can continue our ministry as
planned in the coming year.

No further estimates of giving were received so the final 2022 budget calls for an operating
deficit of $7,882.
Energy costs will remain a significant challenge to our expenses for the foreseeable future.
If you have questions, please contact me by e-mail or on my cell phone, 207-939-0820.
--Ed Daggett, Treasurer

ed.daggett@flcme.org

Actual February 2022

Actual YTD

Operating Income

$34,340

$64,640

Operating Expenses

$28,645

$61,642

Net Operating Income
(Loss)
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$5,695

$2,998

From the Editor
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

—Matthew 6:21

This verse, part of the Sermon on the Mount, is often read on Ash Wednesday. Most of the
commentaries I read on these verses talk about monetary wealth and material possessions. Our
earthly possessions are temporary and can be corruptible. Instead of using our wealth to
accumulate power and comfort, we can use our wealth to be generous. A generous, genuine
heart is one that has its sights set on God.
However, I want you to think about this verse in terms of your time and your priorities. For
many years, I have encouraged you to attend all the Holy Week services. Yes, on Easter
morning churches are traditionally full. But the crowds don’t show up on Thursday or
Friday. I’ve never understood why. Growing up, there was never any discussion–we just knew
that we were going to church on Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday.
As an adult, I have still felt the need, the desire even, to be in church for Maundy Thursday and
Good Friday. The whole week tells the story. Just coming on Easter is like walking in on a
movie with 20 minutes to go. Sure, you might figure out what the story is about, but you have
missed out on so much.
On Palm Sunday we shout Hosanna and hear how the crowds welcomed Jesus. On
Maundy Thursday, we hear the familiar Words of Institution that Jesus initiated at the Last
Supper. We kneel at the rail and receive the body and the blood. On Good Friday, we stand
before the Cross. We relive the pain, the agony, the humiliation as the One who has no sin was
crucified for our sake.
These are the most important days of the church year. These days are why we are Christians. It
is on the cross that our salvation was won. It is the death and resurrection of Christ that assures
us a place in the Kingdom. As Luther writes,
Then cast your sins from yourself upon Christ…when we see
that they are laid on Christ and he has triumphed over them by
his resurrection and we fearlessly believe it, then they are
dead and have become as nothing.
As we enter the last week of Lent and go through Holy Week, where is your treasure? Where is
your heart? Where is your focus? I urge you to join us in church on these holiest of
days. Watch us if you are unable to attend in person. Make it a priority this year to experience
the whole story. Easter morning will mean so much more when you have walked with your
brothers and sisters through all of Holy Week.
Wherever you are this Holy Week, I pray that the Holy Spirit will
guide you and that you know you are a beloved child of God.
In +His service,
Bill Mills
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GPFP Update
Emanuel and Dina: This is our first family that we
supported; Emanuel is now working at Abbott Labs
and has opened up a bank account. This is a big step
for them. Thank you for all the support and
continued prayers for this family.

Thank you so much for ALL the quarter rolls that
were donated for our two families. Sofia and Celina
and Isiquiel will be able to do many, many loads of
laundry. They are so appreciative of these simple
gifts. I wish you could see the joy on their faces
when we bring them these donations. They are truly
thankful.
Currently our families are not in need of anything.
They do take advantage of food and non-essentials
distribution at St. Luke's when necessary.
.
GPFP NEEDS
We are looking for the following items. You can
bring them to church, or I can come and pick them
up at your house.
glassware (everyday)
silverware
small dressers
end tables
Thank you for your continued support of GPFP —
preventing homelessness one family at a time.
Thank you.
Wendy

wjbarmore@gmail.com

Yvonne

yejumper@maine.rr.com

APRIL SHOWERS = MAY FLOWERS
SPRING IS THE DIY TIME OF YEAR
Getting ready for spring and summer takes lots of
planning. For outdoors, you have to think about
pruning, planting, mulching, thinning growth,
turning over the soil—all things our Scrip Cards can
help with. For indoors, you have to think about
repainting, remodeling, new curtains, new
accessories, new appliances—all things our Scrip
Cards can help with.
You can order Scrip cards from Lowe’s, Ace
Hardware, The Home Depot, Amazon, Big Lots!, the
Container Store, Fleet Farm, Sam's Club, Tanger
Outlets, Target, Walmart, Home Goods, Burlington,
Crate & Barrel, Jo-Ann’s Fabrics, Kohl’s, Macy’s,
LL Bean, Marshalls, Overstock, Michael’s, Pottery
Barn, TJ Maxx, and Wayfair.

We now carry some physical cards for both Lowe’s
and The Home Depot, so no waiting for cards to
arrive in the mail. In fact, cards ordered on Sundays
are delivered Thursday or Friday, so there is truly
little waiting to get started on your jobs!
If you plan outdoor or indoor DIY activities this
spring, consider purchasing your items with Scrip
cards. You accomplish your goals and you help send
preschoolers to our nationally accredited Children’s
Programs. Everyone wins!
Our team wishes to acknowledge the loss of one of
our founding members, Joan Mills. We will miss her
enthusiasm and energy for our ministry…she loved
children so very much. Rest well.
Team members: Susan Bollman, Ann Brown, Wendy
Carey, Karen Johnson, Lynn Macken, Michael
Pleacher, Colleen Taylor.
Contact us by email or call 797-2727.

April 22
ecfund@flcme.org
4

Trivia Recap
The second Trivia Night was held on March 20th. Five teams enjoyed a fun night of fellowship and assorted
questions on everything from the Bible to Star Wars, carefully selected by Pastor Brad. A total of $375 was
raised.
Coming in First place was the team of Ken & Kris Conant and Steve & Wendy Barmore. They chose Greater
Portland Family Promise to receive 75% of the money raised.
Second place was the team of Abbot Knowles, Seth Majic, Nancy Houlihan and Ed Daggett. They chose
Give a Child a Chance to receive 15% of the money raised.
Coming in Third place was the team of Lauren Eidson, Cheryl Cyr, Jack Loveland and Jim & Lorna Leo.
They chose Give a Child a Chance to receive 10% of the money raised.
We will be holding another Trivia Night in the future, so if you want to join the fun you’ll have the
opportunity.

Quilts, Quilts, Quilts!
March was quite a productive month for the quilt group. Seven talented folks met and worked together to
finish the LWR Mission quilts that have been ready for completion for two years! All of the quilts will be
displayed and blessed on April 3rd during the worship service. Hopefully, we can get them shipped off to
Maryland to be processed and sent overseas soon after. Currently, LWR is
collecting quilts and personal care kits as part of the Ukrainian appeal but wherever
our quilts go we know they will provide care and comfort to folks in need.
Seven smaller quilts created for the Barbara Bush Children’s Hospital ICU patients
were delivered for distribution. But we are not done! Please join us on one or both
April Sewing Saturdays to be held on April 2nd and April 30th from 9:30am to
Noon. A quilter’s work is never done!
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First Lutheran Children’s Programs
Jackie Nelson is retiring as Director of First Lutheran Children’s
Program in April!
Jackie started as a teacher in 1990, became Assistant Director in
2000 and then in 2008 became the Program Director. She earned
her degree from Eastern Connecticut State University, and spent her
early working years in parochial and private education in
Connecticut and Maine before joining FLCP.
During Jackie’s tenure as Director, the program has been accredited
three times so far. Two times for the School Age Care program
with the Council on Accreditation (COA), and once for the
Preschool/Toddler program with the National Association for the Education of Young
Children (NAEYC). She is currently working on the second NAEYC accreditation. These
accreditations show FLCP’s commitment to excellence. Only 39 schools and day cares in
Maine have NAEYC accreditation.
One of the best parts of working at FLCP for Jackie has been seeing children that went
through the program come back either as parents or to work for the program.
Jackie has led FLCP through many changes and challenges, especially the last two years of
COVID. We are grateful for her many years of service and leadership, and we wish her God’s
Blessings as she begins her retirement.

Spring Fling
Saturday, April 30th
10 AM to Noon

Free Snacks — Carnival Games
Come join us for our Spring Fling. There
will be snacks, carnival games, face
painting, Easter egg hunt, lollipop pull,
bounce house and prizes.
Church families are welcome to attend.
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Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and
the God of all consolation, who consoles us
in all our affliction, so that we may be able
to console those who are in any affliction
with the consolation with which we ourselves
are consoled by God.
2 Corinthians 1: 3-4

April 2

Dianne Waugh

April 10

Ann Brown

April 12

Ken Conant

April 15

Maggie Gaudet
Madi Leo

April 17

Bud Hedblom
Stella Hayn

April 18

Mike Pleacher
Blake Hanson

April 22

Lori Dick
Steve Chabot

Fred Olson
Tom Allen
Carol Adams
Pastor, Lauren & Will
Ab Knowles
Karen Johnson
Lynne Fishburn
Dorris Warren
Owen & Susan
O’Donnell
Katelyn Burrell
Ann Johnson
Lorraine Taylor
Sherry Robinson &
family
Barb Daken

Neal & Sandy Brady
Peter Rovnak
Eleanor Anderson
FLC Church Council
The family of Joan
Mills
The People of
Ukraine
Those still suffering
from Coronavirus
Victims of racism and
hate
Those affected by
suicide

Prayer is such an
important part of our
daily Christian lives,
and sometimes extra
prayers are needed. If
you have any special
prayer requests and you
would like to have our
“Prayer Warriors”
praying as well, please send an email.

prayer-request@flcme.org

April 24

Elizabeth Pleacher

April 29

Paul Loven

April 30

Dylan Alvord

Thank you!

“Thank you, Outreach Committee. The beautiful
spring flower bouquet in the pretty teacup was so
welcome in February. It brightened the day and
my home!
—Karen Johnson

Reminder
The funeral service
for Joan Mills will
be held at First
Lutheran on
Saturday, April 9th
at 11:00 am.
The congregation is
welcome to attend.

7

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
132 AUBURN STREET
PORTLAND, MAINE 04103-2145
April 2022

First News is a monthly publication of Fir st Luther an Chur ch. Ar ticles can be submitted to the chur ch
office, or by email to news@flcme.org. The deadline is the 15 th.
Worship Service is at 10:00 am
Sunday School for all ages is at 9:00 am
Church Office Hours are Monday thru Friday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm (797-2525)
www.FLCME.org
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