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Volunteer Opportunities
Sunday Coffee Hour
Gone for two years, the Sunday Coffee Hour is returning!
We will once again have an opportunity for fellowship
following the Sunday worship services.
We need folks willing to help on Sunday mornings—set up,
providing food, making coffee, and clean up.
If you can help, please contact Joleen in the church office.
These times of fellowship can only happen if folks lend a
hand.

Spring Cleaning
We will be having a work day to do some spring cleaning and
tackle a few indoor and outdoor projects around the church.
Date and time to be announced — watch the bulletin and the
announcements for details.
If you would like to be notified of the event details, drop a line to
the Property Committee.

May Days to Remember
Mother’s Day
May 8

Memorial Day
May 30

Mask Update
With the ever changing landscape of the Covid-19 pandemic, the FLC Council has elected to
proceed with a policy of “mask optional”. Anyone who feels more comfortable wearing a mask
should freely do so, and those electing not should exercise that option. The one request is to
please consider wearing a mask when approaching the altar for Holy Communion.
We will continue to gauge the Covid climate and follow CDC guidelines.
If you should have any questions regarding our masking policy please feel free to contact me at
any point.
Matt Thees

Council President

exec-comm@flcme.org

Financial Update
FLC had a net operating surplus in March of $4,655. Our budget called for an operating deficit
of $2,108 so this was $6,763 over our budget. The primary cause of the surplus was offerings
that were $9,807 over budget. Our free operating cash balance at March 31, 2022 was
$97,913. Our unrestricted cash balance ensures that we can continue our ministry as planned in
the coming year.
Energy costs will remain a significant challenge to our expenses for the foreseeable future.
Jenna has begun her ministry with FLC and her expenses will be covered by the generous grant
we received to help establish the programs.
If you have questions, please contact me by e-mail or on my cell phone, 207-939-0820.
--Ed Daggett, Treasurer

ed.daggett@flcme.org
Actual March 2022

Actual YTD

Operating Income

$39,388

$104,029

Operating Expenses

$34,733

$96,816

$4,655

$7,213

Net Operating Income
(Loss)
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From the Editor
May brings us the Ascension of the Lord, the day that Jesus ascended to Heaven, 40 days after the
Resurrection. Of the four Gospels, John does not mention the Ascension at all. Mark and Luke actually
tell of the Ascension —
After the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, he was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand
of God. — Mark 16: 19
While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. — Luke 24: 51
In the last verses of Matthew, though the word ascended is not used, we assume that it takes place right
before Christ ascended as St. Matthew writes that we are at “the mountain where Jesus had told them to
go”, the Mount of Olives. These words at the end of Matthew are referred to as the Great
Commission. Before leaving them for the final time, Jesus instructs the disciples to go out into the world,
teaching and baptizing and making fellow disciples.
Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed
them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and said to
them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.
Growing up, I can remember these verses being preached on an evangelism Sunday. But it seemed like
the last verse was never really mentioned.
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” — Matthew 28: 16-20
This last verse is one of my favorite in the Bible, one that I have committed to memory and say to myself
all the time. When I am anxious, when I am scared, when I feel alone, when I’m not sure what to do, I
remind myself of this verse. I picture Jesus standing before the disciples (who were probably a little
anxious themselves), and I can hear Jesus stressing the words, “I am with you always, to the end of the
age.” For all of our earthly lives, for all of eternity, the Triune God is by our side. Even when we turn
away, He is with us.
We are living in anxious times. We are still dealing with a pandemic that has kept us separated from
family and friends and taken too many lives. Our society, especially in this country, seems more divisive
than it has in a generation—where people are openly being discriminated because of the color of their
skin, because of who they identify as or who they love. Many of our elected officials won’t even listen to
another viewpoint if it goes against their own.
It is this world that we are called to go out into. To minister, to teach, to baptize, to show compassion, to
lift up, to put someone else’s needs ahead of our own. Here at First, we are not only looking at ways to
energize our ministries after two years of COVID, but looking at new ways of how we can serve our
neighbors, how we can be Christ in our communities.
It was not easy for the first disciples. It is not always easy for us. The world puts roadblocks in our way.
But we trust that the Spirit will guide us. We remember that because of the saving work done on the
Cross, our salvation is not dependent on how many good works we do or if we sometimes fail. And we
hold in our hearts the assurance that we are never alone.
As we go through this season of Easter, may you continue to rejoice in the
promises of the Resurrection. May you continue to look for ways, no matter
how small, that you can be Christ in the world. And no matter where you are,
how anxious or alone or persecuted you may feel, may you remember that you
are never alone — that your Lord is with you always, to the very end of the age.
In +His service,

Bill Mills
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Help us give a shout out of gratitude to:




The Lion’s Club of Falmouth for donating
$500.00 to our Give a Child a Chance
ministry. We are so thankful to Bill Bennett
for bringing this opportunity to us.
The Second and Third place winners of the
FLC Trivia Contest of last month, who
designated Give a Child a Chance as the
recipient of their winnings. Thank you so
much—Abbot Knowles, Seth Majic, Nancy
Houlihan, and Ed Daggett, and Lauren Eidson,
Cheryl Cyr, Jack Loveland and Jim & Lorna
Leo. We love what you did!

When our Give a Child a Chance ministry effort
started in 2014, we knew we would have to be
self-sufficient in our funding. We have
approached that task with energy and creativity by
raising money through such activities as eWaste
Recycling, selling Fair-Trade coffee and candy,
dine-outs at Ricetta’s Pizza and Panera
Bread, wooden sign-making and the selling of
Scrip Gift Cards good for use at hundreds of
retailers.

On Palm Sunday, we welcomed the following
as new members of First Lutheran:


Allison & Jeffery Smith



Emily & Teri Cole



Jeanine Chestley & Henry Jarowicz



Joyce & Ned Long



Rachel, Brian & Peyton Richards



Jack Loveland



Lynn Fishburn



David & Dot Selleck (returning to FLC)



Hannah, Corey, Blake, Alaina & Karli
Hanson (returning back to FLC)



Judy Horn (reaffirming her faith)



Susan & John Bollman (reaffirming their
faith)

May God bless our new brothers & sisters in
Christ as they join us in ministry, service and
worship here at First Lutheran.

And all for the benefit of children…children who
would not get the advantage of a preschool
education because their families could not afford
the tuition costs of that experience.
Next month, we will share more specifics about
how our Give a Child a Chance ministry has had
an impact on neighborhood children, about where
our funds come from, and about why our logo
includes a butterfly. Stay tuned!
Why not subscribe to our randomly mailed
e-News blog? Keep up-to-date on what is
happening. Just go to the First Lutheran website
at FLCME.org and select the SUBSCRIBE
button. Complete the form and check off the Give
a Child a Chance choice. We’d love to have you
as a subscriber.
Team Members: Susan Bollman, Ann Brown,
Wendy Carey, Karen Johnson, Lynn Macken,
Mike Pleacher, Colleen Taylor

Ec-fund@flcme.org
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The living Easter cross, decorated on Easter
Sunday by our members.

Quilts, Quilts and More Quilts
Twenty three mission quilts were blessed last month making them ready for shipment. Quilts
are being collected throughout the US and sent to one of the two central warehouses in
Maryland and Minnesota. From there, Lutheran World Relief bundles them and ships them to
distribution warehouses around the world. Currently, the quilts and personal care kits going to
Ukrainian Relief are sent to Dubai. Lutheran World Relief has already sent 8,600 personal care
kits and 7,000 quilts with more aid on the way. Hopefully, we will be able to track our quilts to
their final destination.
Since our church started making and sending LWR mission quilts in 2018, we have completed
and sent 78 quilts to folks in crisis. We hoped to have 75 done as our tribute to 75 years of the
LWR Quilt Mission so we exceeded our goal by three!
So what is next? You are welcome to join us on the May 14th Sewing Saturday anytime
between 9:30 and Noon. The group will be discussing upcoming projects as well as doing a
little spring cleaning and organizing. We would love to see some new faces and willing hands
that day.
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Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and
the God of all consolation, who consoles us
in all our affliction, so that we may be able
to console those who are in any affliction
with the consolation with which we ourselves
are consoled by God.
2 Corinthians 1: 3-4

May 1

Katie Lamb

May 4

Andy Durloo

May 5

Ann Johnson

May 7

Matthew Dressel

May 8

Colleen Taylor

May 12

Braden Lamb

May 13

Andrew Grantham

May 17

Jennifer Fehlau
Sue McIver

Fred Olson
Tom Allen
Carol Adams
Pastor, Lauren &
Will
Ken Carr
Ab Knowles
Karen Johnson
Lynne Fishburn
Dorris Warren
Owen & Susan
O’Donnell
Katelyn Burrell
Ann Johnson
Lorraine Taylor

Sherry Robinson &
family
Barb Daken
Neal & Sandy Brady
Peter Rovnak
Eleanor Anderson
FLC Church Council
The People of
Ukraine
Those still suffering
from Coronavirus
Victims of racism
and hate
Those affected by
suicide

Prayer is such an
important part of our
daily Christian lives,
and sometimes extra
prayers are needed. If
you have any special
prayer requests and you
would like to have our
“Prayer Warriors”
praying as well, please send an email.

prayer-request@flcme.org
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May 18

Jennifer Hazelwood

May 21

Maeve Gaudet

May 25

Joy Carr

May 26

Beth Gaudet

May 29

Michael Grantham

Graduation News Wanted
Is someone in your family graduating from high school or earning a degree this
spring? We would love to celebrate their accomplishments in the June and
Summer newsletters.
You can contact us with the name, school, degree and future plans. For example:
Hans Luther graduated from Wittenberg Central High. He plans on attending
Berlin Technical College and majoring in Engineering.
Martin Luther graduated with a Doctorate of Theology from the University of
Wittenberg. He plans on becoming a professor and pastor, and reforming the
church and Western Civilization.

Please pass along any graduation information to the Church office or email
news@flcme.org. Thank you.

With Thanks
Thank you to everyone that worked to make Lent, Holy Week and Easter so special. We
especially give thanks,
 To Ned, Mark and Brenda for leading the Holden Evening midweek services.


To Jenna, Barb and the Fellowship Team for putting together (at the last minute) the
Maundy Thursday dinner.



To Jenna and Aaron for organizing the Stations of the Cross on Holy Saturday.



To the Senior Choir for lending their voices and providing special music, especially on
Good Friday and Easter.



To Sarah Morneau for providing special music on Easter Sunday.



To Joy Carr for obtaining the flowers for decorating the Easter cross.

On behalf of my family, I thank all of you for the many cards, notes and expressions of sympathy and
love that we have received at mom’s passing. We know it was a shock for all of you as it was for us,
and the kind words you have shared have helped ease our sorrow.
Even more importantly, I want to give thanks for all of the love and support that Joan received from her
church family, especially the past several years. So many of you would call and visit, drop off a dinner
or some baked goods, take her to a doctor’s appointment, run an errand, bring her to church, and offer
your prayers. The Christian love and support given to Joan not only meant so much to her, but also
meant a great deal to her family.
Thank you for the prayers and support I know we will continue to receive in the months ahead.
Blessings to all,
Bill Mills
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