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Semi Annual Congregational Meeting
The Congregational meeting will be held on
Sunday, June 12th following the 10:00 am worship service.
Highlights of the meeting will be a financial update and
election of new Council members.
Please plan on attending this important meeting.

Volunteers Needed!
We have begun our coffee & fellowship time
following the worship services. However, we
need volunteers to make this possible.
Singles, couples or families can help out.
Training is available if you are new to this,
and financial help can also be available.
Please see Mickie Kucinkas or contact the
church office if you can help.

Join Our Tech Team!
Do you consider yourself a “techie”? Are you the one that films all
your family events? We are looking for a few people to join the Tech
Team and help provide the audio and live-streaming during Sunday
worship. We are especially looking for someone interested in helping
to expand our video streaming of the services.
If you feel that you have some of these skills and can help out on
Sunday mornings, please talk to either Ken Carr or Brian Carr, or
contact Pastor Brad or the Church office.

Weekly Prayer Meeting
9:15 to 9:45 AM Sundays

Come to pray, come to ask for prayers, come to receive a prayer, or just come to
calm your heart and mind before worshipping God.
We will be meeting every Sunday morning before the 10:00am service—we will
be in the Centennial Room, located upstairs in the Education Wing.

Financial Update
FLC had a net operating surplus in April of $5,496. Our budget called for an operating surplus
of $2,658 so this was $2,838 over our budget. Our free operating cash balance at March 31,
2022 was $103,328. Our unrestricted cash balance ensures that we can continue our ministry as
planned in the coming year.
Energy costs will remain a significant challenge to our expenses for the foreseeable future.
Jenna has begun her ministry with FLC and her expenses will be covered by the generous grant
we received to help establish the programs.
If you have questions, please contact me by e-mail or on my cell phone, 207-939-0820.
--Ed Daggett, Treasurer

ed.daggett@flcme.org
April 2022

YTD

Operating Income

$33,651

$137,680

Operating Expenses

$28,155

$125,002

$5,496

$12,678

Net Operating Income
(Loss)
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Why a Butterfly?
Butterflies are only one of God’s creations that show spectacular changes throughout its life cycle. Butterflies
grow from an egg to a caterpillar, finally emerging from the pupa or chrysalis as a beautiful butterfly. The
symbol of the butterfly in the poster represents the wonderful and exciting changes the preschooler experiences
as a result of early childhood education in our First Lutheran Early Childhood program—starting as a Toddler
and moving to the Preschool class and blossoming as a result! The metamorphosis continues!
How to Support Our Give a Child a Chance Ministry?
Order Scrip Shopping/Gift cards from over 750 retailers to give to those folks who are so hard to buy for…the
teens, the young families, the seniors in your lives. Each card provides a rebate to our Give a Child a Chance
tuition fund. Scrip cards are sold the first two Sundays of the month. ShopwithScrip is now called
.
Donate to Give a Child a Chance in honor of that special person who doesn’t need another “thing,” but who you
want to recognize with a gift. We have cards for you to use to let the person know of the gift given in his or her
name.
Donate to Give a Child a Chance to the memory of a loved one who is no longer with us.
Make a one-time monetary donation or become a sustaining donation member to Give a Child a Chance. Easily
done by going to our FLC website and clicking on the DONATE link — FLCME.org
Thrivent members can designate your Thrivent Dollars to go to our Give a Child a Chance tuition support
fund. Since you know the amount of Thrivent Dollars you have in your account, just let Treasurer Ed Daggett
know you wish to have that specific amount go to Give a Child a Chance. You can reach Ed at
ed.daggett@flcme.org.
Smile.Amazon.com — Amazon users (and who doesn’t use Amazon?) can designate Give a Child a Chance as
the charity you would like your purchases to support. Register on Smile.Amazon.com. Select First Lutheran
Church Portland ME- Give a Child a Chance as the charity you want to support. You can use this with both
Amazon and Amazon Prime. Always access your Amazon account by using the following URL address:
smile.amazon.com. If you don’t use the Smile address it becomes a regular Amazon sale…no contribution to
us. Once you have selected us as your charity, you don’t have to do anything else—sit back, relax, and continue
online shopping. Rebates are automatically deposited in our account at church a couple of times a year.
All the money raised by our Give a Child a Chance events goes directly to support church neighborhood children
to attend our nationally accredited preschool…children who wouldn’t be able to get that push to readiness for
kindergarten without this help.
Thanks so much for your prayers and continued support. We are so grateful.
Look for next month’s column, where you will see what we have been able to do since the beginning of our
ministry in 2014! We have been greatly blessed.
Team members: Ann Brown, Susan Bollman, Wendy Carey, Karen Johnson, Lynn Macken, Mike Pleacher and
Colleen Taylor

Ec-fund@flcme.org
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Luther and the Spirit
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life…
The Nicene Creed, Article III
Neither you nor I could ever know anything about Christ,
or believe on Him, and have Him for our Lord,
unless it were offered to us and granted to our hearts
by the Holy Spirit through the preaching of the Gospel.
Martin Luther, Large Catechism, Part II, Article III
June brings us two Festival Sundays, the Feast of Pentecost and the Holy Trinity, before we begin the
long season of the Sundays after Pentecost (Ordinary Time) which will take us into late autumn. The
Holy Spirit, which we celebrate on Pentecost Sunday, lies at the heart of Martin Luther’s teachings. You
can see this in both his small and large catechisms, as well as in his sermons, writings and hymns.
In today’s world, there are those that believe that the work of an individual can make one holy. A
theologian of glory believes that humans cannot be saved without participating in or cooperating with the
righteousness given by God. A theologian of the cross, which Luther preached, believes that humans can
in no way earn righteousness, and we cannot add to or increase the righteousness of the cross. All
righteousness given to humanity comes from outside of us. It is the Holy Spirit that makes us holy.
In his Large Catechism, Luther writes about the third article of the Apostles’ Creed, “I cannot connect
this article to anything better than Sanctification. Through this article the Holy Spirit, with His office, is
declared and shown: He makes people holy.” Luther continues, “the Holy Spirit causes our
sanctification by the following: the communion of saints or the Christian Church, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. That means He leads us first into His holy
congregation and places us in the bosom of the Church. Through the Church He preaches to us and
brings us to Christ.”
It is the Holy Spirit that calls us together as the Church, where the Gospel is preached and the sacraments
are given. Without the Holy Spirit, there would be no church. It is through the Holy Spirit that we have
faith and that we believe in the saving work of Christ. Luther wrote, “For we could never grasp the
knowledge of the Father’s grace and favor except through the Lord Christ. But we couldn’t know
anything about Christ either, unless it had been revealed by the Holy Spirit.”
When we talk about the Feast of Pentecost, we talk about the Holy Spirit coming upon the disciples and
others 50 days after Easter, and after Christ ascended to heaven. But it is important to remember that the
work of the Holy Spirit was not a one-time event. The work continues on through generations, continues
on to this day, and will continue on until Christ comes again. Even when we do not recognize it, the
Holy Spirit is working daily in our lives. As Luther writes, again in the Large Catechism,
Now this is the article of the Creed that must always be and remain in
use. For we have already received creation. Redemption, too, is finished. But the
Holy Spirit carries on His work without ceasing to the Last Day. For that purpose
He has appointed a congregation upon earth by which He speaks and does
everything. For He has not yet brought together all His Christian Church or
granted all forgiveness. Therefore, we believe in Him who daily brings us into the
fellowship of this Christian Church through the Word. Through the same Word
and the forgiveness of sins He bestows, increases, and strengthens faith. So when
He has done it all, and we abide in this and die to the world and to all evil, He may
finally make us perfectly and forever holy. Even now we expect this in faith
through the Word.
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Continued from page 4

Luther knew, and we as Lutherans believe,
that we are saved simply through faith in
Christ Jesus. And that faith is given to us
freely by the grace of God. There is nothing
we can do—no good works, no adherence to
the law—that can earn us eternal salvation. It
is only through the saving work of Christ on
the cross that our sins are forgiven and we are
called the children of God. Our faith does
not exist apart from the Holy Spirit and the
preaching of the Word. We cannot know
Christ and we cannot partake in God’s saving
power without the Holy Spirit. The Holy
Spirit does not just come to us once at our
baptism, but He comes to us daily and will
continue to do so.
May you, as Martin Luther did, recognize and
remember the importance of the Holy
Spirit—one with the Father and the Son—not
only on Pentecost Sunday but every day.
In +His service,
Bill Mills

[This article originally appeared in the June
2017 newsletter]

We have had 1 move already in the month of
May with the anticipation of a few more in May.
These moves depend on locating permanent
housing and the apartments passing inspection.
The families that are moving into permanent
housing are currently living in one of the hotels
in Freeport. The average length of stay in the
hotels is approximately 7-9 months. The
families are very anxious to move and are very
appreciative of the support they are receiving
from GPFP.
Celina, Isequiel, and Family:
Celina is currently working full time at FedCap
and because she can speak English and
Portuguese, she is a big asset to this non-profit
organization. Isequiel is currently working at
Hannaford in the warehouse. He continues to
look for employment in his field of geophysics.
The children will be getting bicycles next month
through an organization called Portland Gear
Hub. It is a non-profit organization that gives
bicycles and helmets to those children and adults
that cannot afford them. They are very excited
to receive these bikes.
Sofia and Luisnell:
Sofia continues to go to school and is taking the
steps to gain her work permit. Sofia's English is
improving every day. Her GPFP case manager
is also helping to improve her English skills.

Thank you for your continued support and
prayers for our families and all the
GPFP families. Your support of gift cards,
money, crock pots, furniture, fans, toys, puzzles,
diapers, baby wipes, and household items are
very much appreciated. These items are a huge
help for our families and other GPFP families.
They all are very thankful for the support.
Obrigada, which means thank you in
Portuguese.
Wendy and Yvonne
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Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and
the God of all consolation, who consoles us
in all our affliction, so that we may be able
to console those who are in any affliction
with the consolation with which we ourselves
are consoled by God.
2 Corinthians 1: 3-4

June 1

Trena Durloo

June 11

Jake Brown

June 19

Nancy Houlihan

June 20

Sally Heath

June 26

Lorna Leo
Clara Solari

Fred Olson
Tom Allen
Carol Adams
Pastor, Lauren &
Will
Ken Carr
Joleen Knowles
Karen Johnson
Lynne Fishburn
Kathy Condon
Dorris Warren
Jake Brown
Sue Hayden
Owen & Susan
O’Donnell
Katelyn Burrell
Ann Johnson
Lorraine Taylor

Sherry Robinson &
family
Barb Daken
Neal & Sandy Brady
Eleanor Anderson
FLC Church Council
The People of
Ukraine
Those still suffering
from Coronavirus
Victims of racism and
hate
Victims of the recent
shootings and their
families
Those affected by
suicide

Prayer is such an
important part of
our daily Christian
lives, and
sometimes extra
prayers are needed.
If you have any
special prayer
requests and you
would like to have our “Prayer Warriors” praying
as well, please send an email.

prayer-request@flcme.org
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Have news to share?
Send it to News@flcme.org!
Articles/photos sent to this email address are
delivered to Bill Mills [newsletter], Joleen
[weekly bulletin], Pastor Brad [general
announcements], and the Communications Team
[Website, Facebook, Calendar]

June Days to Remember

Pentecost Sunday and Confirmation Sunday
June 5

Holy Trinity Sunday
June 12

Flag Day
June 14
Father’s Day
June 19

Summer Begins
June 21

Graduation News Wanted

Is someone in your family graduating from high school or earning a degree this spring? We
would love to celebrate their accomplishments in the Summer newsletter.
You can contact us with the name, school, degree and future plans. For example:
Hans Luther graduated from Wittenberg Central High. He plans on attending Berlin Technical
College and majoring in Engineering.
Martin Luther graduated with a Doctorate of Theology from the University of Wittenberg. He
plans on becoming a professor and pastor, and reforming the church and Western Civilization.
Please pass along any graduation information to the Church office or email news@flcme.org.
Thank you.
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