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3rd BBQ Cook-Off Challenge
Sunday, September 18th, serving around Noon
Rain or Shine!
Join us for an afternoon of good food and fellowship as our
amateur chefs compete for the title of BBQ Champion!
We’ll have a Bounce House and games for the Kids!
A free will offering will be collected, with the proceeds going
towards the Fuel Assistance Fund.
Think your pulled pork is blue-ribbon quality? Have a family
recipe for brisket? Do your ribs make mouths water? Pastor
Brad is still looking for a few folks to put their skills to the test
and take him on in this fun challenge. Chefs wanting to
participate should contact Pastor Brad or the Church Office.
Are you and your family planning on attending? Send a quick
email to the BBQ Team and let us know!

Save the Date!
Our next Trivia Challenge will take place on Saturday,
October 29th from 6:30 to 9:00pm. Start thinking
about who you want on your team for this fun event.
Watch the bulletins and the October newsletter for
more details.

Youth & Worship Ministry
On August 14, Jenna Hoffman was officially installed as the Minister of Youth and Worship
here at First Lutheran. A special coffee hour followed the service.
We ask that God continue to strengthen and bless Jenna, and we ask that the Holy Spirit guide
Jenna as she develops and leads our new youth programs, and as she works to enliven our
praises during worship.
So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to
equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to
the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. — Ephesians 4: 11-13 (NIV)

Financial Update
FLC had a net operating deficit in July of $89. We had expected a deficit of $2,332 so the result
was favorable to our budget. Our operating account maintains a healthy balance as does the
Children’s Program.
If you have questions, please contact me by e-mail or on my cell phone, 207-939-0820.
--Ed Daggett, Treasurer

ed.daggett@flcme.org
Actual July 2022

Actual YTD

Operating Income

$33,924

$229,058

Operating Expenses

$34,013

$222,269

($89)

$6,789

Net Operating Income
(Loss)
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Pastor’s Notes
How do Lutherans define disciple and discipleship? If you are at a loss don’t worry, so was I.
Luther used the words disciple and discipleship but the words themselves did not become a
part of Lutheran theological vocabulary until much later, perhaps first in Dietrich
Bonhoeffer’s Discipleship, better known today as The Cost of Discipleship. That’s four
hundred and twenty years that Lutherans lacked an in-depth exploration into what it means
to be a disciple.
Our modern theological definitions and practical applications of discipleship are still lacking
today. We say that discipleship is complicated and confusing, but it really isn’t. Bonhoeffer
clearly defines for us what discipleship is, “When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and
die.” Bonhoeffer’s Discipleship clearly outlines for Lutherans a theology of discipleship that
honors scripture. The problem has never been defining discipleship; rather the problem has
always been the price of discipleship. It asks us to give more than we feel is possible or
appropriate. It calls for us to live lives of repentance rooted in faith. It is hard and it is
supposed to be. I believe it is the calling of First Lutheran to invest more in the formation of
disciples. So as opportunities for discipleship and fellowship arise in the coming days and
weeks, I ask that you cling to these words from Bonhoeffer’s Discipleship:
“It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives a man the only
true life. It is costly because it condemns sin, and grace because it justifies the sinner.
Above all, it is costly because it cost God the life of his Son; 'Ye were bought at a price',
and what has cost God much cannot be cheap for us. Above all, it is grace because God
did not reckon his Son too dear a price to pay for our life, but delivered him up for us.
Costly grace is the Incarnation of God.”
—PB

brad.eidson@flcme.org

Sunday School News
Sunday School starts on September 18th!
Sunday School is back! Classes will begin on September 18. We are excited to once again be
able to offer our children and youth a chance to learn about God and experience the joy of
Jesus’ love on their level.
There will be a planning meeting on Saturday, September 10th at 2pm. If you are feeling
called to be a teacher, substitute, volunteer or helper, please plan on attending. If you have any
questions, please contact Jenna.

jenna.hoffman@flcme.org
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Our Community Involvement
Helping Hands
The Outreach Committee is beyond thankful for all that had a part in making our last
community focused activity, The Summer We Care bags for the unhoused, so successful. Shout
outs to the congregation for their donations, Thrivent Financial for the action team card,
Wayside Food Distribution for some of the food items, those that sorted the items prior to bag
filling, those that filled the bags, and lastly the finishing touch of a Bible verse for each bag. We
couldn’t have succeeded without the actions of and prayers for those who passed out the bags.
In total 50 bags were stuffed with clothing, rain gear, water, personal hygiene and nonperishable food items.
The gratitude and sometimes tears by those who received the bags was felt deep in all of our
hearts. Stay tuned this fall for an announcement of another call for the gathering and
distribution of necessities for winter bags. If you want to shop ahead, a few seasonal items that
will be included in the winter bags will be hats, gloves, and warm socks.

Madi Leo getting ready
to distribute bags in
Deering Oaks park.
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Meet Lance & his Family
This past year, our Give a Child a Chance ministry
provided tuition support so that Lance was able to attend
preschool at First Lutheran Church. Lance, who is now 4
years old, lives in Portland and is the middle son of
Larissa Ishimwe and Landry Kwizera. He has an older
brother Lamar, and a younger brother, Lathan.
When I first met Lance, he was playing with a yellow bus
and singing “The wheels on the bus go round and
round.” He told me the song was stuck in his head and we
talked about when that happens with a song, it is called an
“ear worm.” He thought that was pretty strange.
Lance’s mom and dad are both from Rwanda but didn’t
meet there. Instead, they met while both were in the
United States. Larissa was attending college in Indiana, and Landry was living in
Portland. They were introduced through a mutual friend and settled in Portland after their
marriage. Lance’s brother, Lamar, was born while Larissa and Landry were both involved in
college studies. Larissa graduated from USM with a degree in Mechanical Engineering and
Landry received his degree in Nursing. Larissa is currently doing design work for a company
in New Gloucester and Landry works as a traveling nurse in psychiatric nursing.
Larissa speaks about how difficult it was as a young mother caring for a newborn without the
help she would have had from her family and community in Rwanda. She has a sister in
Omaha, but that is a far distance from Portland. Both of their families are in Rwanda and they
video-chat with them regularly, so the children know and see their grandparents, aunts and
uncles and cousins in Rwanda. Their family supports are there; just at a great distance from
Maine!
Larissa shared that Lamar’s birth and both trying to complete their education made it hard to
spend enough time with Lamar as he was growing and developing his skills without the benefit
of preschool experiences. She describes Lance’s experiences in preschool this past year as
really helpful in so many ways while vastly different from Lamar’s journey. Lance has
developed lots of friends in his class. His speech improved as did his ability to socialize with
others. He learned about taking turns and fairness. Lance told me some of the things he
learned to keep himself and others safe. Like, “Don’t stand too close to people” and “Don’t
climb in trees.” He knows the alphabet and can sing the alphabet song and showed how well
he could count. He’s also able to print his letters.
Larissa and Landry wanted to share their family’s experience with
our FLC Preschool with the congregation because they believed the
Give a Child a Chance support was important to Lance’s success in
preschool . By sharing their story, they hope to have a positive
impact on the future efforts of our ministry.
We wish the Lord’s blessings for Lance and his family. May they
continue to grow and develop in their faith and may the family
continue to be successful in their life here in Portland. And we
thank them for their willingness to share their story with us.
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Once Upon a Holiday Fair
October 22nd — 9:00am to 1:00pm
Mark your calendars!
Yes, it’s early this year! We have not had an in-person fair since 2019. Therefore, we are
returning smaller and safer. The selling Fair tables will include: Crafts, Chic/Unique, Baked/
Candy goodies, Jewelry, and Knits/Quilts. Fall and Christmas homemade crafts will be
available.
Volunteers will be needed to donate bake/candy goods, help decorate/set up the day before the
Fair (October 21st), selling and/or clean up on Fair day (October 22nd). On Sunday, September
4th, volunteer sign-up sheets will be displayed in the entrance hallway for the various
positions.
Starting Sunday, September 11th, a donation table will be set up in the Fellowship Hall every
Sunday for donations for Chic/Unique, Jewelry and Homemade crafts.
If you have any questions, please contact any Fair Committee member: Laura Page, Deb
Heald, Susan Bollman and Colleen Taylor after any service or email us at fair@flcme.org.
Your support is greatly appreciated!

HEADS UP !
Give a Child a Chance expects to compete in the Town &
Country FCU “Better Neighbor” Fund Award this October.
We need you to help us win again!
You will be asked to vote daily from October 1st through
October 31st.
We can send you, your family and friends a daily reminder
to vote!
Watch the bulletins, your emails and the October
newsletter for more information.
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Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and
the God of all consolation, who consoles us
in all our affliction, so that we may be able
to console those who are in any affliction
with the consolation with which we ourselves
are consoled by God.

September 1 Lynn Carey
September 2 Brian Carr

2 Corinthians 1: 3-4

September 6 Dot Selleck
Michael McIver
September 13 Cooper Hayn
September 14 Carol Case
Cheryl Cyr
September 20 Deb Heald

Carol Adams
Pastor, Lauren & Will
Karen Johnson
Joleen Knowles
Robert Mitchell
Lynne Fishburn
Ned Long
Ann Brown
Sue Hayden
Owen & Susan O’Donnell
Katelyn Burrell
Ann Johnson
Tim Eastman
Neal & Sandy Brady
Eleanor Anderson
Rachel, Joy & Larry
Hansen

FLC Church Council
The People of Ukraine
Those still suffering from
Coronavirus
Victims of racism and hate
Those affected by suicide
All students, teachers and
staff returning to schools

Alison Smith
September 21 Emily Cole
September 25 Joleen Knowles
September 27 Francie Conley
September 28 Teddy Hanley
September 29 Barbara Brewer
Amanda Krantz

Thank You
Dear Members and Friends,

Prayer is such an
important part of our
daily Christian lives, and
sometimes extra prayers
are needed. If you have
any special prayer
requests and you would
like to have our “Prayer
Warriors” praying as well, please send an email.

I want to thank everyone for their prayers, calls, cards
and words of support during my knee replacement. It
means a lot to know that folks are keeping you their
thoughts and prayers.
I’m doing much better and still having rehab to rebuild
my strength and balance.
Love,
Joleen Knowles

prayer-request@flcme.org

September 5

September 22

September 11
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