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Mark your calendars—the Holiday Fair is back and early this year!
The Early Bird Holiday Fair will be showcasing:
• Knits & Quilted items • Jewelry • Crafts • Unique Items & Collectible Treasures
(formerly known as Chic & Unique) • Sweets & Eats
Fall and Christmas homemade crafts will be displayed.
Volunteer sign-up sheets are displayed in the church hallway. Volunteers are
needed to donate bake/candy goods, help decorating/set up the day before the Fair
(Friday, Oct. 21st), selling and/or clean up on Fair day (Oct. 22nd).
Every Sunday, a table will be set up in the entrance hallway accepting donations
for Unique Items & Collectible Treasures, Jewelry and Homemade Crafts.
All Fair proceeds go to the Fuel Assistance Fund and will be used to assist those
within our community, friends and neighbors who might be in need of help with
their winter heating costs.
If you have any questions, please contact any Fair Committee member: Laura
Page, Deb Heald, Susan Bollman, or Colleen Taylor after any service, or email us
at fair@flcme.org.
Your support is greatly appreciated!

From the Youth & Worship Minister
October is upon us, and with it new opportunities for the children and youth of First Lutheran!
On September 18th, we had a Sunday School "preview" day after church to give the kids and parents a sneak
peek of the new PreK-5 Sunday School curriculum we are using called Think Orange. This is not your
typical Sunday School; the goal of Think Orange is to help children develop a foundation of faith that will
carry them throughout their entire lives. Each month focuses on a different faith virtue and corresponding
Bible stories that show those virtues in action. In October, we are talking about grit, which we define as
"refusing to give up when life gets hard." The curriculum looks at the stories of Joseph and Moses, whose
lives provide epic displays of faithful grit! In addition to small group discussions about the stories with
experienced teachers, the lessons are reinforced through song, dance, games, and crafts. We meet in the
sanctuary at 9am on Sunday mornings; we'd LOVE for you and your kids to join in the fun!
There are plenty of opportunities for middle and high schoolers (grades 6-12) to explore their faith as well.
Sunday morning small groups before church delve into four major faith skills that young people can use
every day to grow in their relationship with God. And on Sunday, October 9th from 5:30pm-7pm, Youth
Group kicks off once again! In addition to discussing topics like bullying and what makes a good life, there
will be pizza, games, and a time to share and brainstorm exciting ideas for the year ahead, including service
projects, a Calumet retreat, and a mission trip in April. So mark your calendars--we hope to see you there!
Aaron and I have received a lot of positive feedback from folks about the new music and liturgy we've
experimented with over the last few months, and are excited for the opportunity to continue to provide
contemporary style Sunday morning worship services for the church twice a month. Typically, traditional
worship will be held on the first and third Sundays, and contemporary worship will be held on the second
and fourth Sundays--but keep in mind this schedule is flexible and subject to change! Along with the
Worship Committee, Brenda and I are working together closely to provide a variety of worship experiences
on Sunday mornings that are meaningful for all, and we truly appreciate the grace you have all extended to
us in our work! Whether it be traditional, contemporary, or blended, all worship is to the glory of God and
the advancement of the Kingdom...
Peace and grace to you all,
Jenna

Financial Update
FLC had a net operating deficit in August of $187. We had expected a surplus of $1,559 so the result
was unfavorable to our budget. Our operating account maintains a healthy balance as does the Children’s
Program.
If you have questions, please contact me by e-mail or on my cell phone, 207-939-0820.
--Ed Daggett, Treasurer
Actual August 2022

Actual YTD

Operating Income

$30,521

$259,579

Operating Expenses

$30,708

$253,870

ed.daggett@flcme.org

Net Operating Income
(Loss)
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($187)

$5,709

Eventide Candlelit Prayer
with songs from Taizé

+meditative songs +silence +prayer
a time and space for beauty, rest,
and meditation
Every Sunday at 7pm
Come and be refreshed! "Life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of
those who walk this way with us. So, let us be swift to love and make haste to be kind." This is
a benediction from our new Eventide Candlelit Prayer service starting Sunday October 9th at
7pm.
This service will be a place where those who are outside of the church will be welcomed and
invited to enter a candlelit space of beauty, song, silence, and meditation. We will not have any
preaching or communion, but instead will create a space for meditative prayer, silence, and
song. We want to welcome those who are curious about spiritual things but skeptical of
religion, particularly those who have been hurt by the church and marginalized by society,
especially members of the LGBTQ+ community. We will create a sanctuary space where
together we will open ourselves to encounter God in a non-threatening and non-judgmental
environment.
After the service (which will be about 45 minutes), we will share light refreshments and invite
relationship building and eventually a "pub theology" time at the Great Lost Bear for
investigating questions and exploring connections together, for those who want to deepen their
engagement.
This is a ministry opportunity and also an opportunity for us to deepen our own spirituality and
create a space where we can meet in mutuality with people from all walks of life who are
hungry for love, community, and an encounter with the Mystery that holds us all in life.
-Aaron Hoffman

aaron.hoffman@flcme.org
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A symbol & a Motto of the Reformation
The most enduring symbol of the Reformation is the seal that Martin Luther himself designed.
By the early 1520s, this seal begins to appear on the title page of Luther’s works.
Here is how Luther himself explained its meaning:
First, there is a black cross in a heart that remains its natural color. This is to remind me that it
is faith in the Crucified One that saves us. Anyone who believes from the heart will be justified
(Romans 10:10). It is a black cross, which mortifies and causes pain,
but it leaves the heart its natural color. It doesn’t destroy nature, that
is to say, it does not kill us but keeps us alive, for the just shall live by
faith in the Crucified One (Romans 1:17). The heart should stand in
the middle of a white rose. This is to show that faith gives joy,
comfort, and peace—it puts the believer into a white, joyous rose.
Faith does not give peace and joy like the world gives (John 14:27).
This is why the rose must be white, not red. White is the color of the
spirits and angels (cf. Matthew 28:3; John 20:12). This rose should
stand in a sky-blue field, symbolizing that a joyful spirit and faith is a
beginning of heavenly, future joy, which begins now, but is grasped in
hope, not yet fully revealed. Around the field of blue is a golden ring to symbolize that
blessedness in heaven lasts forever and has no end. Heavenly blessedness is exquisite, beyond
all joy and better than any possessions, just as gold is the most valuable and precious metal.
(From: Letter from Martin Luther to Lazarus Spengler, July 8, 1530 [WA Br 5:445]; tr. P. T.
McCain)
Verbum Domini Manet in Aeternum (The Wor d of the Lor d Endur es For ever ) is the
motto of the Lutheran Reformation, a confident expression of the enduring power and authority
of God’s Word. The motto is based on 1 Peter 1:24–25. It first appeared in the court of
Frederick the Wise in 1522. He had it sewn onto the right sleeve of the court’s official clothing,
which was worn by prince and servant alike. It was used by
Frederick’s successors, his brother John the Steadfast, and his
nephew John Frederick the Magnanimous. It became the official
motto of the Smalcaldic League and was used on flags, banners,
swords, and uniforms as a symbol of the unity of the Lutheran laity
who struggled to defend their beliefs, communities, families, and
lives against those who were intent on destroying them. (From the
Preface to the Book of Concord)
Luther recognized the unchanging power of God’s Word; this was at
the very center of his Reformation. Luther believed that God’s
Word of law and gospel remains true despite all attempts to place
conditions upon it or cover it over with human traditions. For Luther, the Word of God was
living and active. In speaking his Word, God not only promises justification to sinners, but also
enacts it by creating faith in their hearts and minds. Those redeemed by Christ are then able to
live a life of freedom by the power of grace received by God’s faithful Word.
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FLC Trivia Night

Join us for another Trivia Night — an
opportunity for fun and fellowship!
Teams of 1 - 4 members* will compete in a spirited contest of
knowledge. This is not just Bible trivia! Sports, Music, History,
General Trivia — the questions could be anything! Top 3 teams
will have bragging rights and will get to choose which church
group will receive funds (Fuel Fund, Give a Child a Chance,
Greater Portland Family Promise, Pastor’s Discretionary Fund,
Youth Camperships, etc).
Saturday, October 29, 6:30-9:00 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall
$20 per team entry fee
B.Y.O. Snacks & Beverages
Sign up Sheet in the Hallway or Call the Church Office
*Don’t have a team? Add your name to the list outside the sanctuary or
call the church office. Team Captains looking to round out their team
can invite player(s) from the list to join their team.
Our thoughts and prayers are with the family of Karen (Olsen) Libby, who passed away
on September 13. Karen was the oldest daughter of Clarence and Agnes Olsen, and she
and her family attended FLC back in the 80’s and 90’s. Our thoughts are with her family,
especially her husband Skip.
Our thoughts and prayers are also with the family of Brigitte Sauberlich, who recently
passed away. Our thoughts are with her family, especially her husband Erhardt.
Funeral services for both Karen and Brigitte were held here at First on September 24.
May God continue to give comfort and peace to these families in the days and months to
come.
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RAISERIGHT (SCRIP) GIFT CARD SALES ARE HELD THE FIRST TWO SUNDAYS OF THE MONTH
AFTER THE 10 AM SERVICE
LOOK FOR US IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL WHILE YOU ENJOY COFFEE, EATS, AND FELLOWSHIP
We would love to have your register with RaiseRight (Scrip) for ease in ordering both physical cards and
Ecards (paper cards).
REGISTRATION BRINGS THESE BENEFITS:


Order cards, Ecards, and reloads online anytime — day or night.



Ecards appear in your “wallet” in your RaiseRight account in a few minutes; just print the coupon, take
to the retailer, and use like a credit/debit card.



Set-up direct withdrawal payment from your bank account.



You can use a Credit or Debit card.



You can pay with a check made payable to FLC with Scrip on the memo line and give it to one of the
team members.

HOW TO SET-UP YOUR VERY OWN ACCOUNT:


Go online to RaiseRight.com.



Select “SIGN UP” in the upper right corner of the page.



Select “Join an existing program” on the left-side of the page.



Use the following FLC Enrollment Code : 9A936A95552L6.



Complete the information requested.



Pick a 4 number PIN for your use only – no one will know your PIN.



Order away!

Need help registering? Just ask us at the Give a Child a Chance table in the Fellowship Hall during Scrip
Card Sales. Or you can leave a message with Joleen at 207 797-2525. We’re glad to help you!
Team members: Ann Brown, Susan Bollman, Wendy Carey, Karen Johnson, Lynn Macken, Mike Pleacher,
Colleen Taylor

ec-fund@flcme.org
The following is the proper for Reformation Day from the Evangelical
Lutheran Worship (2006):
“Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with all
truth and peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct
it; where in anything it is amiss, reform it; where it is right, strengthen it;
where it is in need, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.”
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GACAC — Better Neighbor Fund
Give a Child a Chance is competing in the
Town and Country Federal Credit Union “Better Neighbor Fund” Award for 2022.
Vote Every Day from October 1 through October 31!
Want to make your voting even easier?
Subscribe to our VOTE REMINDER email list to receive a note with a link to the
voting page every day in October. So convenient!
(Note that the list of reminder email addresses will be deleted at the end of the
voting period.)
Once October 1st arrives here is how to vote:
Visit Town & Country’s website.
Find “First Lutheran Church” and click on the link to have your vote count. Make
sure you click the vote box.
You will receive a confirmation message that your vote counted.
Share this message with your Facebook and e-mail friends, family, and
coworkers. Ask them to vote daily for First Lutheran!
We have a chance to win an award of $2,000 or $5,000. Every penny (100%)
provides tuition support to preschoolers to attend FLC Children’s Programs. They
would otherwise not be able to afford the costs of preschool.

ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response
Hurricane Ian has caused catastrophic and widespread damage and
destruction throughout Florida and South Carolina.
Along with other partners in the region, Lutheran Disaster Response
is prepared to respond with immediate relief, including water, food,
clothing, gift cards, and other needed supplies.
Gifts from fellow Lutherans make these responses possible in the
US and around the world. Click here to make a donation.
We pray that God’s presence will be felt in the midst of suffering and bring comfort to those
who are hurting. Together, we can show our neighbors in Florida and around the world that they
are not alone
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BBQ Cook Off
The 3rd BBQ Cook Off Challenge was held on September 18. Over 60 people came to watch four chefs
compete for the coveted trophy and bragging rights for the next year.
After a brief delay while a stubborn propane tank was fought with, everyone sat down to enjoy some
pulled pork, brisket, chicken and ribs, plus delicious sides and dessert. There was face painting and corn
-hole for the kids, the rain held off, and wonderful fellowship was enjoyed. And thanks to the
generosity of everyone that attended, over $1,000 was raised for the Fuel Assistance Fund.
After the votes were counted, Matt Thees was declared this year’s BBQ Champion for his pulled pork
sandwiches.
The Fellowship Committee would like to thank the chefs, including everyone that made the sides, salads
and desserts. Thanks to everyone that helped set up and clean up (including everyone who attended and
helped pick up chairs and tables). And thanks to Thrivent for providing two Member Action Team cards
to help with supplies.
We’re already planning next year’s challenge, where we’ll see if Matt defends his title or if Pastor Brad
can take back the trophy!

How many Lutherans does it take to start a gas grill?

Ken Conant, using his charcoal grill

Pastor Brad tending the
ribs and chicken
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Ken tried the Biblical
route hoping for divine
luck

Things got a little smoky...

The crowds waited patiently….

Bill Bennett preparing
his brisket

Finally it was time to eat!

A delicious plate!

Bill Bennett, Pastor Brad, Ken Conant and Matt Thees
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World Food Day

Empty Bowl Meal
Altrusa International of Portland is hosting
its 14th Annual Empty Bowl Meal in
recognition of World Food Day.
Portland Atlrusans will be serving up their
homemade signature Soups and Chowders,
along with bread and dessert. Guests choose
a ceramic bowl to use for their meal and to
keep as a reminder that there are always
Empty Bowls in the world.
Adults — $15, Kids under 10 — $10
All proceeds raised will be donated to Project
Feed, an emer gency food pantr y located at
Woodfords Church in Portland.

Saturday, October 15
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm
at First Lutheran
For information and to purchase tickets, visit
the Altrusa Portland website.
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Celebrate World Food Day with
Rick Steves
Join ELCA World Hunger for a celebration
of World Food Day with Rick Steves and
special guest Mark Jansen, CEO of Blue
Diamond Almonds. This event will be
streamed online, so you can celebrate with
ELCA World Hunger wherever you are!
Join the celebration Oct. 16 at 5 p.m. Eastern
time. Registration is not required; simply visit
the ELCA's Facebook or YouTube page to
attend.
Can't stream it live? The recording will be
available on Facebook and YouTube after the
event is over.

Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and
the God of all consolation, who consoles us
in all our affliction, so that we may be able
to console those who are in any affliction
with the consolation with which we ourselves
are consoled by God.
2 Corinthians 1: 3-4

October 3

Marlene Christiansen
Sydney Mueller

October 6

Barb Daken
Jan Bennett

Carol Adams
Pastor, Lauren &
Will
Karen Johnson
Joleen Knowles
Robert Mitchell
Lauretta Nielsen
Lynne Fishburn
Ned Long
Ann Brown
Sue Hayden
Owen & Susan
O’Donnell
Katelyn Burrell

Ann Johnson
Tim Eastman
Neal & Sandy Brady
Eleanor Anderson
Rachel, Joy & Larry
Hansen
FLC Church Council
Those affected by
Hurricane Ian
The People of
Ukraine
Victims of racism
and hate

Prayer is such an
important part of our
daily Christian lives, and
sometimes extra prayers
are needed. If you have
any special prayer
requests and you would
like to have our “Prayer
Warriors” praying as well, please send an email.

October 12

Madison Hooper

October 14

Doris Warren

October 21

Wendy Barmore

October 22

Kris Conant

October 25

Scot Waugh

October 26

Patricia Olsen

October 29

Mary Beaudet

October 30

Kathy Condon

October 31

Calvin Conant

Mary and Andy Beaudet are
grandparents again! Bindi
Elisabeth Beaudet was born
on July 5. Parents Chris and
Emica are handling a second
daughter like pros.

prayer-request@flcme.org

With Thanks
Thank you to everyone that has sent cards,
have called to check in, and have offered
prayers for me. I continue to feel better every
day.
Bob Mitchell
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