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Advent & Christmas Services
December 4

Second Sunday of Advent
10:00 am — Service with Holy Communion
7:00 pm — Eventide service

December 11

Third Sunday of Advent
10:00 am — Service with Holy Communion
7:00 pm — Eventide service

December 18

Fourth Sunday of Advent
10:00 am — Service with Holy Communion
7:00 pm — Eventide service

December 24

Christmas Eve
3:00 pm — Children’s Christmas Pageant
7:00 pm — Service with Communion, Carols & Candles

December 25

Christmas Day
No services — No Eventide service

Advent is upon us — a time of reflection, anticipation, joy, and sometimes too much busyness. Join us for
some 'advent peace' in the candlelight on Sunday evenings at 7pm. Take a break from the busyness and join
us in the darkness and candlelight as we embrace together that Eternal Light that guides our way toward
Bethlehem and beyond.

Eventide
Hello my friends!
Well, we're off to a great start! I want to thank everyone
who has become part of our Eventide team (attending,
greeting, setting up, cleaning up, leading music,
reading, etc.). We have consistently been hosting
guests from outside the First Lutheran community
every week now, and some have even become regular attendees and part of our team. It has
been truly humbling to see the hospitable and ecumenical spirit present at our Eventide
gatherings. I consistently hear how people are really enjoying the 10 minute silent meditation
at the center of our service, how peaceful people feel and how refreshed by the service. Thank
you to everyone in the larger community who has supported us with prayer, attendance, and
spiritual support.
If you haven't attended yet, no worries, but please come and experience the song, silence, and
candlelight for yourself some Sunday evening this December, and invite a friend or neighbor.
It is an inclusive service; designed to be welcoming to people of strong faith and no faith, and
we aim to give a loving welcome especially to those who have felt marginalized and excluded
from faith communities and are in need of acceptance the most—our LGBTQ+ community
members most prominently, particularly during this time of increased hatred and violence in
our country. May we truly be a place where people of all persuasions feel welcomed,
embraced, and accepted as they are.
Peace, Aaron

aaron.hoffman@flcme.org

Financial Update
FLC had a net operating surplus in October of $3,639. We had expected a deficit of $1,232 so
the result was significantly favorable to our budget. The primary cause was stronger offerings
than expected. Our operating account maintains a healthy balance as does the Children’s
Program.

If you have questions, please contact me by e-mail or on my cell phone, 207-939-0820.
--Ed Daggett, Treasurer
Actual October
2022

Actual YTD

Operating Income

$37,289

$326,205

Operating Expenses

$33,650

$322,722

Net Operating Income
(Loss)

$3,639

$3,483

ed.daggett@flcme.org
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DO YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO MAKES A DIFFERENCE
AT FIRST LUTHERAN?

The Jerry Link Volunteer Award recognizes one individual each year for their outstanding
dedication and volunteer service at First Lutheran Church.
The Church Council is now accepting nominations for 2022. If you wish to nominate an
individual for consideration, please submit their name along with a brief note supporting your
reason(s) why this person should receive special recognition of their service to First Lutheran.
Current Council members may not be nominated. All nominations are confidential. Final
award decisions will be made by the Church Council.
Please place your nomination in a sealed envelope in Coleen Walther's mailbox at church.
PREVIOUS RECIPIENTS
Steve Barmore (2021)
Kendall Conant (2020)
Karen Johnson (2019)
Katie Lamb (2018)
Nancy Houlihan (2017)
Phyllis Kilfoil (2016)
Wendy Barmore (2015)
Abbott Knowles (2014)
Bill Mills (2013)
Ken Carr (2012)

The deadline for 2022 Jerry Link Volunteer Award nominations is
Sunday, December 18.
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Our Community Involvement

November / December is Our Month
GPFP is currently providing case management for
about 50 families. These families are living in hotels
and apartments. The families sometimes need some
extra help in order to do their laundry, buy groceries,
and ride the bus to appointments or work using a bus
pass. The GPFP staff is responsible for handing out
the quarters, gift cards and bus passes as they see the
need. Hannaford, Target and Walmart gift cards
work the best and any denomination donated is most
appreciated.
If you would like to donate a Target or Walmart gift
card, please consider purchasing them through the
Scrip card program. A perfect win-win situation:
helping GPFP and Give a Child a Chance.
Family Promise can also utilize monetary donations.
Any amount is most appreciated. If you would like
to donate with a check, you can send your donation
to:

Winter is here, and we are thinking about
keeping our homes warm. With most
everything costing more this year, folks that
have not had trouble in the past may find
themselves struggling to pay their fuel
heating bills.
Thanks to $1,000 raised at the BBQ
Cook-off, $3,000 raised at the Holiday Fair,
as well as other events and the generosity of
our members, we have funds available to help
those who may need it.
If you or someone you know need assistance
with your home heating costs, please contact
Pastor Brad directly.
He will not forget your work and the love you
have shown him as you have helped his
people and continue to help them. —
Hebrews 6:10 (NIV)

Greater Portland Family Promise
PO BOX 11048
Portland, Maine 04104
Thank you for all your support for GPFP families.
You are making a huge difference in the lives of
others.
If you have any questions or concerns, please reach
out to Wendy Barmore at wjbarmore@gmail.com,
or see Wendy, Yvonne Jumper, Alison Smith or
Candice Bredbenner.
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December 21

YOU MADE US A WINNER!
Thank you!
We are so grateful for your votes in this year’s Town and Country Federal Credit
Union’s Better Neighbor Contest. We brought home a $5,000 award that will be
used, 100%, to provide tuition support to neighborhood preschoolers to
attend our nationally accredited preschool program at FLC. Your votes have
allowed us to win four out of the five times of entering the contest! You are an
impressive band of supporters!

GACAC Team Members (L – R) Ann Brown, Susan Bollman,
Wendy Carey, Karen Johnson.
Missing: Colleen Taylor

Wendy Carey, one of the original team members of the Give a Child a Chance
Ministry, is holding the plaque designating our $5,000 grant from the TCFCU
Better Neighbor Award Contest. Look for it on the wall by the mailboxes!
A special shout out to Bill Mills who got our Daily Vote Reminder email up and
running on and sent out the daily reminders. They worked beautifully and paid
off awesomely.
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First Lutheran Children’s Programs
Please join the First Lutheran Children's Programs in their
December Service project. During the month of December, we
will be collecting new and gently used hats, scarves, gloves and
mittens. There will be mitten trees set up in the entryway to the
Ministry Center and in the Fellowship Hall. We are doing this
project in conjunction with the Knights of Columbus Council
11257 from Our Lady of Hope Parish.
The hats, scarves, gloves and mittens will be given to the Saint
Vincent de Paul Soup Kitchen in Portland. The soup kitchen
provides lunches, a food pantry and a clothing closet for our
neighbors in need.
Our goal is to help the children in our program learn that by working together we can make an
impact and help those who are less fortunate than ourselves.
Thanks to the generosity of the families and friends of FLCP and the
members of FLC, we collected 22 bags of food, 4 bags of personal care
items and 1 bag of reusable bags during our November service project.
These were all given to Project FEED, and will help many in our
communities.

For Christmas Day worship, many churches use Psalm 98. It is
fitting, then, that Isaac Watts, who interpreted 132 psalms as
hymn texts, based a now-beloved carol on it.
Watts (1674-1748) was a student of language, religion and
philosophy. He wanted to make Scripture more relevant to lay
people and thought hymns could help. Watts composed more
than 600 hymn texts, many still in use. But Psalm 98:4-9, “Joy
to the World,” needed music to fit its words.
Enter Lowell Mason (1792-1872), an American choir director.
He came across Watts’ Psalm 98 hymn text and sought
inspiration for a melody from the famous oratorio Messiah by
George F. Handel (1685-1759). Mason pulled musical phrases
from sections of Handel’s work, resulting in the tune we now
recognize as “Joy to the World.”
So it is that three men who lived across three centuries and
never met — along with the composer of the original psalm
more than two millennia earlier — together produced a hymn
to the Christ-child, which millions have sung and continue to love.
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Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and
the God of all consolation, who consoles us
in all our affliction, so that we may be able
to console those who are in any affliction
with the consolation with which we ourselves
are consoled by God.
2 Corinthians 1: 3-4

December 3

Bob Cook

December 4

Karen Johnson
Doug Dressel

December 8

Noelle Pesa

December 9

Pat Lawson

December 17 Stephanie Cease
December 23 Celeste Heber
December 24 Coleen Walther
December 26 Matt Hayn
Abbott Knowles
Peter Rovnak
Ned Long
Wendy Carey
Pastor, Lauren & Will
Grace Conant
Stockwell
Bob Mitchell
Katelyn Burrell
Dave Deuben
Sue Hayden
Lauretta Nielsen
Carol Adams
Karen Johnson
Lynne Fishburn

Jan Bennett
Owen & Susan
O’Donnell
Ann Johnson
Neal & Sandy Brady
Eleanor Anderson
FLC Church Council
The People of Ukraine
Victims of racism and
hate
All victims of
violence, especially
recent mass shootings
Those who feel alone
during the holidays

Corey Hanson
December 27 Sherry Grandonico
December 28 Jud Cease
December 30 Bev Beliveau
Have news to share?
Send it to News@flcme.org!
Articles/photos sent to this email address
are delivered to Bill Mills [newsletter,
website, calendar], Joleen [weekly
bulletin], & Pastor Brad [general
announcements]

Prayer is such an important
part of our daily Christian
lives, and sometimes extra
prayers are needed. If you
have any special prayer
requests and you would
like to have our “Prayer
Warriors” praying as well,
please send an email.

prayer-request@flcme.org
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First News is a monthly publication of Fir st Luther an Chur ch. Ar ticles can be submitted to the chur ch
office, or by email to news@flcme.org. The deadline is the 15 th.
Worship Service is at 10:00 am
Sunday School is at 9:00 am
Church Office Hours are Monday thru Friday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm (797-2525)
www.FLCME.org

STAFF
Pastor ............................................................................................. Rev. Bradley Eidson (brad.eidson@flcme.org)
Youth and Worship Minister ............................................................. Jenna Hoffman (jenna.hoffman@flcme.org)
Church Secretary...............................................................................Joleen Knowles (joleen.knowles@flcme.org)
Church Organist ........................................................................... Brenda Morneau (brenda.morneau@flcme.org)
Director—FLC Children’s Community Ministry ....................................... Sherryl Eastman (flcpinfo@flcme.org)

OFFICERS
President ................................................................................................................................................ Matt Thees
Vice-President ................................................................................................................................. Coleen Walther
Secretary .................................................................................................................................................. Judy Horn
Treasurer ................................................................................................................................................ Ed Daggett
Financial Secretary .................................................................................................................................Cheryl Cyr

